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Rob Nicholson, Minister of Foreign Affairs, joins Pavlo Klimkin, Ukraine’s 
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Foreign Minister, at а wreath-laying ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown 
Soldier. The ministers also visited the Memorial in Commemoration of 
Famines’ Victims in Ukraine and its Holodomor Museum. 
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Nicholson 
wraps up 
Ukraine visit 


(UkrNews)—Foreign | Affairs 
Minister Rob Nicholson on May 
12 concluded a successful two-day 
visit to Ukraine, where he met with 
his counterpart, Pavlo Klimkin, as 
well as President Petro Poroshenko 
and Prime Minister Arseniy Yat- 
senyuk. 

During these meetings, Nichol- 
son reaffirmed Canada’s commit- 
ment to Ukraine, especially in the 
face of Russian aggression, and its 
support for Ukraine’s economic 
and democratic reforms. 

“Russia’s actions in Ukraine are 
illegal and reprehensible, but also 
blunt and transparent. Canada con- 
tinues to be very concerned by the 
recent resurgence of violence, in 
particular near Mariupol, and by 
ongoing violations of the Minsk 
agreements by Russia and the in- 
surgents,” said Nicholson after his 
meeting with Poroshenko. 

“Canada stands  shoulder-to- 
shoulder with Ukrainians as active 
supporters for a peaceful, vibrant, 
confident and prosperous Ukraine. 
We will continue to assist the 
people of Ukraine in their efforts to 
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Group photo of Saskatchewan political, religious and community leaders at the unveiling 


lodomor monument unveiled 


at Saskatchewan Legislature 


(ОСС National)—Representa- 
tives of Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress (UCC) National were hosted 
for 2 days of meetings in Regina by 
the organizing committee for next 
year’s 25th Triennial Congress of 
Ukrainian Canadians, UCC Sas- 
katchewan Provincial Council, 
and UCC Regina. The delegation 
participated in the unveiling of 
a Holodomor monument “Bitter 
Memories of Childhood” at the 
provincial legislature, attended 
a meeting of the Saskatchewan 
Ukraine Relations Advisory Com- 
mittee and meetings and site vis- 
its for next year’s XXV Triennial 
Congress of Ukrainian Canadians 

“T would like to thank UCC Re- 
gina President Orest Gawdyda and 
UCC SPC President Mary Ann 
Trischuk for including us in the un- 
veiling ceremony of the Holodomor 


Paul Grod meets with the Saskatchewan Ukraine Relations Advisory Committee including Deputy Premier 
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monument at the legislature. The 
memorial and its location are very 
tasteful and will serve to educate 
generations to come,” stated UCC 
National President Paul Grod. 

The dedication of the Holodomor 
Monument “Bitter Memories of 
Childhood” blessing and memorial 
service on the legislature’s grounds 
was emceed by Ken Mazur and 
included statements by Vaughn 
Solomon Schofield, Lieutenant 
Governor of Saskatchewan, Sen- 
ator Raynell Andreychuk, Mayor 
Michael Fougere, Grod, Mary 
Ann Trischuk UCC SPC President, 
Orest Gawdyda UCC Regina 
President and a keynote address 
by Ken Krawetz, Deputy Premier. 
Gregory Akuloy also addressed the 
ceremony as a representative of 
Holodomor survivors, “Both my 
parents, Olga and Victor, were in- 


UCC delegation concludes visit to Regina 


nocent child victims and witnessed 
the horrific crime against human- 
ity,” Akulov explained. “The spring 
of 1933 in Kyiv was the horror of 
the kilometres-long line-ups for 
bread. Thousands of people were 
falling and dying of starvation right 
on the streets.” 

The monument blessing and me- 
morial service were led by: Most 
Reverend Bryan Joseph Bayda, 
CSsR, Bishop of the Eparchy of 
Saskatoon, UGCC; Right Rever- 
end Vladimir Mudri, St. Basil’s 
Ukrainian Catholic Church Regina; 
Reverend Father Basil Malowany, 
St. Athanasius Byzantine Ukrain- 
ian Catholic Church Regina; Rev- 
erend Father Michael Maranchuk, 
Descent of the Holy Spirit Ukrain- 
ian Orthodox Sobor Regina; and 
Reverend Father Vitaliy Ihnativ, 
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Ветерани Червоної армії, УПА 
та герої АТО разом на Дні 
пам'яті та примирення 


Яна Полянська, Радіо Свобода 

В Україні 8 травня вперше відзначили День 
пам'яті та примирення. З цієї нагоди президент 
Петро Порошенко наголосив: жодна інша країна 
Європи не зазнала такого руйнування та загибелі 
стількох людей, як Україна. Водночас, закликав 
Росію не монополізувати перемогу над нацизмом 
«для імперських зазіхань». 
армії, УПА та герої АТО зібрались разом на уро- 
чистому засіданні парламенту, аби підтвердити: 
Україна пам'ятає і цінує. 

Втрати України у Другій світовій війні вражають: 
за різними оцінками загинуло від 8 до 10 мільйонів 
людей, понад 2 мільйони примусово вивезли на ро- 
боту до Третього рейху. Таку драматичну статисти- 
ку озвучив президент України Петро Порошенко на 
урочистому засіданні Верховної Ради. 

Він також нагадав, що чотири оперативно- 

«стратегічні об'єднання Червоної армії, які сфор- 
мувались у 1943 році, були названі «Українськими 
фронтами». А на території України, додав По- 
рошенко, провели майже половину стратегічних 
операцій німецько-радянської війни. 

З огляду на це, президент України закликав 
Росію не монополізувати перемогу над нацизмом 
та не використовувати її для імперських зазіхань. 

«Відповідь на питання, чому ми так відзначаємо 
i День пам'яті i День Перемоги над нацизмом: 
тому що такі великі подвиги не забуваються. Тому 
що наша країна, проти якої здійснюється військова 
агресія, більше, ніж будь-яка інша цінує мир, який 
тривав майже 70 років», - сказав Порошенко. 

Замість депутатів на їхніх звичних місцях 
у парламенті сиділи ветерани Червоної армії, 
Української повстанської армії, а також сучасне 


Ветерани Червоної 


покоління ветеранів - бійців АТО. Сиділи в залі 
i народні депутати, урядовці, ветерани, колишні 
президенти України - Леонід Кравчук, Леонід 
Кучма та Віктор Ющенко. 

Окрім того, на засідання завітав генеральний 
секретар Організації Об'єднаних Націй Пан Гі 
Мун. Також він разом із Порошенком взяв участь 
у відкритті інсталяції «Україна... Війна...» у рам- 
ках акції «Маки пам'яті». 

Президент наголосив, що присутність генерального 
секретаря символізує єдність всього світу з Україною. 
Пан Гі Мун запевнив, що ООН підтримуватиме 
Україну в її боротьбі за мир, безпеку та незалежність. 
Дев'ятого травня він планує побувати і в Москві — 
урочистостях з нагоди Дня перемоги. 

Напередодні | Порошенко | подякував | тим 
міжнародним партнерам, які відмовились їхати до 
Росії на святкування Дня Перемоги. У Кремлі уже 
відреагували: Дмитро Пєсков, прес-секретар прези- 
дента Росії Володимира Путіна, порекомендував По- 
рошенку не дякувати світовим лідерам, а натомість, 
привітати ветеранів Другої світової війни. 

Із вітальним зверненням до українців виступив 
i прем'єр-міністр Арсеній Яценюк. Він назвав 
«важливим уроком Другої світової те, що агресор 
у тій війні «закінчив військовим трибуналом». 

«Будь-який arpecop, який марить новими 
територіями, брязкає зброєю i нехтує волею 
народів, неодмінно повторить долю гітлерівського 
режиму», - зазначив Арсеній Яценюк. 

«Перша хвилина миру» з нагоди Дня пам'яті 
та примирення у Національному музеї історії 
Великої вітчизняної війни. Натомість, 9 травня в 
Україні відзначатиметься День Перемоги у Другій 
світовій війні. 


УПЦ (МП) митрополит не встав 
під час вшанування Город України 


(Радіо Свобода) -Предстоя- 
тель Української православної 
церкви (Московського 


патріархату), митрополит 
Онуфрій не підвівся під час за- 
читування у Верховній Раді 
імен Героїв України, зокрема й 
загиблих в АТО, бо виступає за 
негайне припинення війни. Про 
це йдеться у повідомленні, опри- 
людненому на сайті УПЦ (МП). 

«Під час промови президен- 
та України Петра Порошенка 
присутні стоячи вітали імена 
тих, хто був удостоєний зван- 
ня Героя України за участь в 
обороні Вітчизни на сході нашої 


Голова УПЦ ism nampiapxamy), mumpononum Gaia 


держави. Блаженніший митро- 
полит Онуфрій не відреагував 
на цю промову так само, як і всі 
інші гості та учасники урочисто- 
го засідання, щоб підкреслити 
- потрібно негайно припинити 
війну», - зазначили в УПЩ (МП). 

«Він не раз виказував шану до 
всіх героїв, які боронять українські 
кордони. Однак не може бути ви- 
правдання підживлюванню вогню 


(сидить, ліворуч). (Фото LB.ua) 


життя не лише військових, але й 
беззахисних цивільних громадян 
України, в тому числі дітей. Вони 
гинуть по обидві сторони від 
лінії фронту. Їхні смерті ніхто не 

рахує», - йдеться у повідомленні 
УПЦ (МП). 

Там також нагадали, що церк- 
ва щоденно проводить молитви 
за мир і збирає кошти, їжу, одяг 


українських воїнів та мирного 
населення українського 4| Дон- 
басу. В УПЦ (МП) додали, що 
«серед тих, хто був присутній 
у парламентській ложі для го- 
стей і стоячи вітав імена Героїв 
України, не було жодної особи, 
хто б, подібно до блаженнішого 
митрополита Онуфрія, неодно- 
разово особисто відвідав обпале- 


війни, який майже щодня забирає |і медикаменти 


для підтримки ний війною схід України». 


Верховна Рада має намір дозволити 
іноземцям воювати на боці України 


(Радіо Свобода) -Верховна Рада 12 травня ухва- 
лила за основу законопроект щодо проходжен- 
ня військової служби у Збройних силах України 
іноземцями та особами без громадянства. 

За проект закону проголосували 257 народних 
депутатів за 226 необхідних. 

Документ передбачає внесення змін, якими 
передбачається регламентувати вступ на військову 
службу і її проходження іноземцями та особами 
без громадянства за контрактом на посадах рядо- 
вого - старшинського складу в Збройних силах 
України та інших військових формуваннях. 

Автори законопроекту зазначають, що після по- 


чатку формування добровольчих батальйонів у 
зону АТО почали самостійно прибувати іноземці 
з військовим досвідом. 

«Частина з них, попри відсутність на те право- 
вих підстав, брали та беруть участь у бойових 
діях. Практика участі іноземців у бойових діях на 
боці України суперечить нормам закону», - мо- 
виться у пояснювальній записці до закону. 

Відповідно до чинного законодавства, Збройні сили 
України та інші військові формування комплекту- 
ються військовослужбовцями лише шляхом призову 
громадян України на військову службу та прийняття 
громадян України на військову службу за контрактом. 
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Nicholson vee up Ukraine visit| Stelmach pans PC tactics 


Cont. from P. 1 


defend their country and decide its 
future,” he added. 

During the meeting with Yat- 
senyuk, both ministers focused 
their discussion on the Government 
of Ukraine’s progress in imple- 
menting its economic and govern- 
ance reform agenda. 

“Canada applauds Ukraine for 
moving expeditiously to imple- 
ment a comprehensive set of 
macroeconomic stabilization and 
structural reform measures. These 
reforms are critical to the stabiliza- 
tion of Ukraine’s economy and the 
creation of conditions for longer- 
term investment and growth,” said 
Nicholson. 

“Today and tomorrow, Ukraine 
can count on Canada to stand with 
them as they work toward their 
future as a secure, stable and pros- 
perous democracy. Ultimately, 
the best response to Russia is for 
Ukraine to show its commitment to 
economic and democratic reform. 
Canada will continue to assist the 
Ukrainian people in these efforts,” 
he added. 

“We have opened a new quali- 
tative page in our bilateral rela- 
tions with Canada. And the level 
of cooperation and support in our 
bilateral relationship is very high,” 
said Yatsenyuk. 

“On the geopolitical level Can- 
ada as G-7 country is playing an 
outstanding role in stabilisation of 
situation in Ukraine and in provid- 
ing support to Ukraine for fighting 
the Russian aggression. 

“We expect that G-7 summit to 
take place next month will not only 
clearly declare its position of sup- 
port for Ukraine but will take ser- 
ious decisions to stop Russian mil- 
itary aggression against Ukraine. 

“We have also discussed issues 
of economic cooperation between 
Ukraine and Canada. We expect 
that tomorrow the main Can- 
adian negotiator on FTA between 
Ukraine and Canada will arrive in 
Ukraine. We hope that the negotia- 
tions will rapidly proceed towards 
the FTA signature. 

“Likewise, I highly appreciate 
Canadian assistance to Ukraine 
for fighting corruption and 
money-laundering. By the way, 
the Ukrainian Government has ar- 
rested 1.4 billion US Dollars of 
Yanukovych’s and his entourage’s 
money. I appeal to the Prosecu- 
tor General's office and judges to 
change the category of these funds 
from “arrested” to “confiscated”. 
If the money gets to the Ukrainian 
budget from which it was stolen, it 
will enable the Ukrainian Govern- 
ment to raise the social standards 
for citizens and to additionally fi- 
nance the Army, The Armed Forces 
of Ukraine and fight with corrup- 
tion. 


Nicholson with Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko 


During the meeting with Klim- 
kin, their third in less than a month, 
Nicholson reiterated Canada’s 
commitment to supporting Ukraine 
and to maintaining pressure on 
Russia to end its aggression. The 
ministers discussed the difficult 
security situation in the country’s 
east, including near Mariupol, and 
in particular the implementation of 
the Minsk agreements. The minis- 
ters deplored the fact that Russia’s 
aggression continues to cause more 
deaths and more injuries every day. 
They also discussed economic se- 
curity issues, including how to con- 
front the challenges posed by illicit 
Russian capital flowing through 
global markets. 

Nicholson joined Klimkin at 
a wreath-laying ceremony at the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. The 
ministers also visited the neigh- 
bouring Memorial in Commemora- 
tion of Famines’ Victims in Ukraine 
and its Holodomor Museum. 

“Canada remembers the sacri- 
fice and the victory of courageous 
Ukrainians who fought for Allied 
victory in the Second World War. 
As we pay tribute to the victims of 
war, we also remember the many 
lives now being lost in eastern 
Ukraine,” said Nicholson. 

He also visited a military hos- 
pital and met Ukrainian soldiers 
injured in the eastern part of the 
country, as well as with Canadian 
medical staff providing care as 
part of a short-term mission organ- 
ized by the Toronto-based Canada 
Ukraine Foundation. 

“Tt is an honour and a privilege 
to meet the brave men and women 
who defended Ukraine in the face 
of Russian aggression along the 
front lines. The human costs of Mr. 
Putin’s aggression are very real, 
but Ukrainians will not be intimi- 
dated. They will persist and they 
will prevail,” said Nicholson. “The 
Putin regime is trying to intimidate 


Nicholson visits a Ukrainian military hospital. 


Ukraine into submission. This tac- 
tic failed for Mr. Yanukovych and it 
will fail for Mr. Putin.” 

While in Ukraine, Minister 
Nicholson launched a call for pro- 
posals, valued at up to $30 million 
in total, to support the competitive- 
ness of small and medium-sized 
enterprises in Ukraine. 

The call is open to Canadian 
organization or Canadian-led con- 
sortia, and can include partnerships 
with Canadian provinces and/or 
Ukrainian-Canadian diaspora ог- 
ganizations. 

During and before his visit, 
Nicholson also announced Govern- 
ment of Canada funding for the fol- 
lowing projects: 

« $12 million to the Chornobyl 
Shelter Fund, part of the pack- 
age created by the G-7 during the 
Chornobyl Pledging Conference in 
April; 

- $5 million for the project 
Countering Transnational Organ- 
ized Crime in Ukraine, “to enhance 
Ukzaine’s border security by in- 
creasing its monitoring, enforce- 
ment and patrol capacities through 
training and the provision of tar- 
geted equipment”; 

« $3.5 million for the project 
Strengthening Nuclear Security in 
Ukraine; 

¢ $1.2 million in project funding 
to “support the efforts of Canadian 
doctors and other medical person- 
nel to build capacity within the 
medical system of Ukraine’s Min- 
istry of Defence”. 

Canada also delivered individ- 
ual tactical medical kits May 9 to 
100 Ukrainian soldiers at a military 
base in Desna, north of Kyiv. The 
delivery, Canada’s latest transfer of 
non-lethal equipment to Ukraine, 
took place at an event attended by 
Roman Waschuk, Canada’s Am- 
bassador to Ukraine, and Colonel 
Oleksiy Vukoloy, commander of 
the Desna military base. 

“Canada is closely monitoring 
the implementation of the Minsk 
Agreements. What we have seen 
so far are hundreds of attacks on 
Ukrainian Forces by Russian- 
backed forces, which is cause for 
serious concern. Canada com- 
mends the Ukrainian people for 
their courage and resilience in the 
face of Russian aggression, and we 
will continue to support Ukraine as 
it works toward its future as a se- 
cure, stable and prosperous democ- 
racy,” said Nicholson. 

“The projects announced... will 
help Ukraine reform and stabilize 
its economy, improve security and 
save the lives of brave Ukrainian 
soldiers. Canada consistently dem- 
onstrates that it is one of Ukraine’s 
most steadfast allies,” stated Paul 
Grod, National President of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress. 


By Sheila Pratt, 
Edmonton Journal, May 12, 2015 

The Progressive Conservatives 
moved too far to the right and lost 
the crucial middle ground in last 
week’s election, says former pre- 
mier Ed Stelmach. 

A key mistake was bringing Wil- 
drose MLAs into the Tory fold, es- 
pecially Wildrose leader Danielle 
Smith, Stelmach, premier from 
2006 to 2012, said in a rare inter- 
view Monday. 

“Our popularity was always in 
the centre and someone gave the 
advice to move to the right,” said 
Stelmach, adding that he was not 
consulted on campaign strategy for 
the May 5 vote, which saw the Tor- 
ies reduced to 10 seats. 

Also, voters were offended that 
Smith herself crossed the floor with 
eight other MLAs, he said. 

“The leader of the opposition has 
a responsibility to people and you 
don’t abdicate that responsibility 
— for whose benefit? For Alber- 
tans or your own?” said Stelmach. 

A key sign of trouble early in the 
Tory campaign was a shortage of 
volunteers, he added. 

While he “always has confi- 
dence” the Tory party can revive, 
those efforts “will have to start in 
the north” where only two Tories 
survived the orange wave, Stelma- 
ch added. 

“And we don’t know what the 
Wildrose will do — will it move to 


the centre?” he asked. 

There was a “lack of humility” 
in the Tory campaign, while Notley 
appeared “confident and had that 
humility about herself,” said Stel- 
mach, 

Meanwhile, there is “certainly 
no need for business to panic at the 
ND government before any deci- 
sions are made,” said Stelmach. 

Inevitably, much of the NDP 
government’s success will depend 
upon the price of oil, he said. 

“At the end of the day, her popu- 
larity will rest on the price of oil, 
if it goes up, and whether she can | 
live up to her commitments,” said 
Stelmach. 

While oil prices are down, the ma- 


jor oil companies are improving prof 


its on the retail side, said Stelmach. 

Stelmach led the PCs to major 
victory in 2008, with an unusually 
high 52 per cent of the vote, cap- 
turing 72 seats (compared to 44 per 
cent and 61 seats for his successor 
Alison Redford in 2012). 

Unlike Prentice, Stelmach didn’t 
go to the polls until after he passed 
his budget, which included new 
municipal infrastructure grants, 
and completed a royalty review. 

Despite the risks, Notley should 
proceed with her promised royalty 
review, said Stelmach, who ran 
into political rough water after he 
conducted the 2007 review. 

“Tf you said you would do it, you 
have to do it,” he said. 


UCC delegation 
concludes visit to Regina 


Cont. from P. 1 

St. Michael’s Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church Regina. The ceremony also 
included performances by Ukrain- 
ian National Federation’s Choir 
“Svicha”, anthems were led by 
students from the Regina Catholic 
School Division’s Ukrainian pro- 
gram, and address statue project 
coordinator Orest Warnyca. 

Holodomor means extermination 
by hunger and it is officially recog- 
nized as a genocide committed by 
the communist regime of Josef Stal- 
in to destroy the Ukrainian nation 
between 1932 and 1933. During that 
time, people were killed for stealing 
a few stalks of wheat to feed their 
starving families. Saskatchewan was 
the first province in Canada to recog- 
nize the Holodomor as genocide in 
May 2008. 

“We are grateful for the hospital- 
ity of the local community in host- 
ing us and for arranging the various 
meetings, site visits and discussions 
relating to hosting the Triennial 
Congress. I am confident that given 
the great team assembled, the 2016 
Triennial Congress in Regina will 
be an amazing opportunity to mark 
the 75th anniversary of UCC and 
the 125th anniversary of Ukrainian 


settlement in Canada,” stated Grod. 

The UCC delegation consisted of 
UCC National President Paul Grod 
and UCC National’s Executive Dir- 
ector Taras Zalusky. The members 
of the delegation witnessed Regina 
hospitality first hand, from being 
met by Kari Dean of the Regina 
Airport Authority, to being provid- 
ed tours of the Conexus Arts Cen- 
tre, the Delta Hotel and the RCMP 
Heritage Centre. The delegation 
was hosted by Conventions Regina 
and the Regina Hotel Association. 

“We were able to see the very 
best of Regina and are glad to have 
had the opportunity to do site tours 
of some of the venues including the 
Conexus Arts Centre, the RCMP 
Heritage Centre, and the legisla- 
ture,” said Zalusky. “We were also 
able to have a good discussion with 
the Saskatchewan Ukraine Rela- 
tions Advisory Committee as well 
as focussed discussions with the 
organizing committee for the Tri- 
ennial Congress.” 

“We would like to thank Orest 
Gawdyda, Diana Dumanski, Mary 
Ann Trischuk, Danylo Puderak, 
Rick Mantey and Andrij Andrusyak 
for their active role in organizing 
the visit and Triennial Congress.” 


Harper speaks with Poroshenko 


UkrNews)—Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper spoke on May 20 
with the President of Ukraine Petro 
Poroshenko. The leaders discussed 
the situation in eastern Ukraine and 
the ongoing need to confront Rus- 
sia’s continuing aggression. 

President Poroshenko thanked 
Canada for the financial and ma- 
terial support provided to Ukraine 
in recent months, including Can- 
ada’s participation in upcoming 
military training exercises. The 
President also noted the recent cap- 
ture in Ukraine of two members 
of the Russian Special Operations 


Force as further overwhelming evi- 
dence of ongoing direct Russian 
involvement in the illegal invasion 
and occupation of Ukrainian terri- 
tory. 

Both leaders agreed that the Pu- 
tin regime’s aggression must be 
met with continued resolve, includ- 
ing the application of economic 
sanctions and the full implementa- 
tion of the Minsk agreements. 

Prime Minister Harper reiterated 
Canada’s strong and ongoing sup- 
port for Ukraine and encouraged 
the President in his ongoing efforts 
to fight corruption. 
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Яценюк просить конфіскувати 
статки Януковича 


Дмитро Шурхало, Радіо Свобода 

Прем'єр-міністр України | Арсеній 
Яценюк звернувся до генпрокуратури 
та суддів, аби арештовані 1,4 мільярда 
доларів Віктора Януковича та його ото- 
чення перейшли в розряд конфіскованих 
i були направлені до держбюджету. Між 
тим, експерти наголошують, що генпро- 
куратура не може задовольнити прохан- 
ня прем'єр-міністра без відповідного 
рішення суду. Також вони зазначають, 
що впродовж останнього року соратни- 
ки колишнього глави держави значно 
активніше виводили активи та перео- 
формлювали активи, ніж правоохоронці 
намагалися їх виявити. 

Виступаючи на брифінгу,ІЗ травня, 
глава уряду нагадав, що Кабмін арешту- 
вав 1,4 мільярда доларів, які належали 
Віктору Януковичу та його оточенню. 

«Я звертаюся до Генеральної прокурату- 
ри та судів із тим, щоб ці кошти перейшли з 
розряду арештованих в конфісковані. Якщо 
ці кошти потраплять назад у бюджет, звідки 
вони були вкрадені, це дасть можливість 
уряду і підвищити соціальні стандарти 
для громадян, і додатково профінансувати 
армію Ta боротьбу з корупцією», - 
наголошує Арсеній Яценюк. 

Коментуючи ініціативу глави уряду, 
секретар парламентського комітету із пи- 
тань запобігання та протидії корупції де- 
путат від «Блоку Петра Порошенка» Дми- 
тро Добродомов зазначив, що кошти мо- 
жуть бути конфісковані лише за рішенням 
суду. 

«Кошти перераховують лише після 
рішення суду - це робить виконавча служ- 
ба. Жодної справи станом на сьогодні, 
наскільки мені відомо, не передано до 
суду, тому про перерахування не йдеться. 
Це попахує якимось популізмом», - каже 
він в інтерв'ю Радіо Свобода. 

У квітні минулого року тодішній вико- 
нувач обов'язків генерального прокуро- 
ра Олег Махніцький заявляв, що Віктор 


Янукович вкрав у держави понад 100 
мільярдів доларів. За його словами, части- 
на цих коштів опинилася в європейських 
банках, а близько 30 мільярдів вивезли 
через кордон на початку року готівкою — 
у вантажівках. А на початку цього року 
міністр внутрішніх справ Арсен Аваков 
заявляв, що заарештовані українськими 
силовиками грошові активи колишньо- 
го глави держави та його найближчих 
спільників, складають: 2 мільярди доларів 
на закордонних рахунках та | мільярд 800 
мільйонів доларів і 6 мільярдів гривень - 
всередині країни. 

«Ця сума більша, ніж затверджений 
річний бюджет Міноборони, МВС і 
Нацгвардії», - зазначав урядовець і на- 
голошував Ha необхідності судового 
рішення, яке поверне ці гроші в бюджет 
країни. 

Утім, як зазначає Дмитро Добродомов, 
упродовж року власники цих активів на- 
полегливо займалися питанням їх виве- 
дення чи переоформлення. За його слова- 
ми, «бездіяльність та саботаж прокурату- 
ри часів Махніцького та Яреми призвели 
до того, що ці активи подекуди вже не 
підпадають навіть під арешт - не те, щоби 
під конфіскацію». 

Загалом, представники влади роблять 
надто багато непослідовних заяв щодо 
корупційних статків колишнього глави 
держави та його близького оточення. 

«Виникають запитання щодо 
обгрунтованості тих цифр, які називають 
i Махніцький, і Ярема, i чинний генпро- 
курор. Оскільки іноді складається вра- 
ження, що метою цих заяв є просто щось 
дати суспільству і журналістам, щоб 
вони питань не задавали», - каже голо- 
ва правління «Transparency international 
Україна» Андрій Марусов. 

За таких умов, заяви про «рахунки Яну- 
ковича» дедалі більше починають нагаду- 
вати розмови 25-річної давнини про «30- 
лото Полуботка». 


Доповідь фонду «Potomac»: Росія 
готується до великого наступу в Україні 


(Голос Америки) -Військові експер- 
ти та представники НАТО продовжу- 
ють попереджати про небезпеку мож- 
ливого нового наступу підтримуваних 
Росією сил в Україні. У цьому зв'язку 
експерти наголошують на недостатній, 
а часто деструктивній ролі спостерігачів 
ОБСЄ у зоні конфлікту. Виявляється, 
співробітники місії у Маріуполі вводили 
координати розташування українських 
військових сил у свої мобільні телефони, 
до яких можна легко отримати доступ. 
Таку заяву зробив президент фонду «Ро- 
tomac» Філіп Карбер під час презентації 
доповіді «Поза «Мінськом-2»: перспекти- 
ви для нового російського наступу»., 

Філіп Карбер вважає, що діяльність 
спостережної місії ОБСЄ на Сході України 
неефективна. Причина, за його словами, 
полягає як у недостатній кількості самих 
спостерігачів, так i у тому, що західних 
працівників у місії значно менше, ніж 
російських. 

«ОБСЄ ніколи не була призначена, щоб 
спостерігати за військовими діями. Я харак- 
теризую їх радше радниками зі шлюбу, аніж 
адвокатами з розлучення. Ідея того, що вони 
будуть робити свою роботу, наполягати на 
інспектуванні та швидких доповідях. Вони 
просто органічно не здатні цього робити, 
тому що у складі команди є росіяни. Коли 
я був у Маріуполі, то кількість російських 
спостерігачів була значно більшою, аніж 
представників з інших країн. Вони ходи- 
ли біля позицій українських військових та 
вводили координати їхнього розташування 
у свої мобільні телефони. ОБСЄ не є неза- 
лежною організацією», - вважає президент 
фонду «Potomac». 

Карбер також презентував карту з 
інспекцій, на яку погодилося ОБСЄ. На 
ній чітко видно, що інспектори не мають 
доступу до російсько-українського кордо- 
ну, через який відбувається основне пере- 


кидання російської техніки та солдат на 
Донбас. На іншій ділянці кордону, пред- 
ставники ОБСЄ можуть перебувати лише 
25% свого часу, попередньо повідомивши 
іншу сторону. Жовтим кольором позна- 
чено регіони, де ОБСЄ може перебувати 
лише 50% свого часу. 

Президент - фонду «Potomac»  за- 
значив, що за його спостереженнями, 
відбуваються серйозні зміни у структурі 
російських військ на Донбасі. 

«До сьогодні BOHM Maa окремі 
батальйонно-тактичні групи - дуже невеликі 
підрозділи. Тепер росіяни організовують їх 
у бригади та корпуси. Це відбувається на 
території Донбасу, а не на території Росії. 
Офіцери там - росіяни, командування та 
штаб - російські, зброя та боєприпаси 
- також звідти. Єдина причина, чому їм 
потрібна така велика організація - це щоб 
мати можливість проводити наступальні 
операції, просуватися у глиб території знач- 
но швидше», - заявив Карбер. 

У разі повномасштабного наступу не 
лише Україна, але й Захід зіткнеться з 
гуманітарною катастрофою, каже прези- 
дент фонду «Potomac». 

«20 | мільйонів | людей стануть 
біженцями. На сьогодні в Україні вже | 
мільйон переселенців зі Сходу. Усі цен- 
три з їхнього прийому переповнені. У разі 
військової операції від 10 до 20 мільйонів 
українців почнуть рухатися у бік Заходу. 
Так, захоплена територія буде великим 
шматком для Путіна, але якщо він це зро- 
бить. Ми говоримо про Європу, яка стане 
цілковито іншою у наступні 20-30 років», 
- переконаний експерт. 

Виходом із ситуації яка склалася, за 
словами Філіпа Карбера, повинна стати 
військова підтримка України Заходом. 
Для цього, за його словами, потрібно на- 
дати Україні зброю та відмінити негласне 
ембарго на його постачання. 
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17 травня 


У Варшаві Марш 
солідарності з Україною 


(Радіо Свобода) -Центром Варшави 
17 травня пройшов Марш солідарності з 
Україною. У ньому взяли участь кількасот 
поляків, українців, а також кримських 
татар, білорусів та представників інших 
народів. Як повідомляє кореспондент 
Радіо Свобода, акцію присвятили 71-й 
річниці депортації кримських татар. 

Марш розпочався з віче, яке вели 
польські журналісти Б'янка Залевсь- 
ка та Бартоломей Маслянкевіч - обоє 
висвітлювали для польських ЗМІ перебіг 
Революції гідності та події на сході 
України. Ведучі наголосили, що на 
українській землі наразі триває боротьба 
не лише за незалежність і неподільність 
України, але й за безпеку всієї Європи. 

Серед учасників акції був і посол 
України у Польщі Андрій Дещиця. Він 30- 
крема висловив сподівання, що польські 
акції солідарності триватимуть, бо для 
українців підтримка польського народу 
дуже важлива. «У нас дуже важке завдан- 
ня, великий виклик. Схоже на те, що це 
закінчиться нескоро. Тому для нас важли- 
ва солідарність і віра у нашу перемогу», 
-- сказав Дещиця. 

Від імені російських демократичних 
сил на віче виступила Валентина Чу- 
барова з ініціативи «За вільну Росію». 
Вона закликала не вірити кремлівській 
пропаганді, згідно з якою, нібито майже 
всі росіяни підтримують політику Путіна. 
Чубарова звернулася до присутніх з про- 
ханням не залишати росіян-демократів 
наодинці з політичним режимом у Росії, 


«не відгороджуватися від них муром». 
«Наша боротьба навіть складніша, ніж 
боротьба українців, бо у себе в країні ми 
у меншості», - зазначила вона. 

«Ми дуже хочемо, щоб Україна пере- 
могла, бо перемога України - це перемога 
демократичної Росії, тож боріться далі і 
будьте для нас прикладом», - звернулася 
Чубарова до присутніх на акції українців. 

За повідомленням кореспондента Радіо 
Свобода, Марш солідарності з Україною 
у Варшаві намагалася зіпсувати гру- 
па польських правих радикалів, відомих 
своїми прокремлівськими поглядами. Вони 
розташували неподалік учасників маршу i 
вигукували: «Геть з Бандерою! Пам'ятаємо 
про Волинь!». У відповідь на провокаційні 
вигуки з боку учасників маршу лунало: 
«Київ-Варшава - спільна справа!». 

Після віче біля Королівського замку, 
що в центрі Варшави, учасники Маршу 
солідарності пройшли головними вули- 
цями міста до посольства України. Там 
вони згадали загиблих за незалежність 
України, а також віддали шану вигнаним 
зі своєї історичної батьківщини в 1944 
році кримським татарам. Вшановуючи 
депортованих, учасники маршу викла- 
ли із свічок тамгу - кримськотатарський 
національний символ. 

Варшавський Марш солідарності 
організували «Євромайдан-Варшава», 
«Фундація Крим», фонд «Відкритий 
діалог» та інші громадські організації. 

18 травня цього року - 71-а річниця 
депортації кримських татар. 


Аваков: у справі компанії Фірташа 
фігурують Льовочкін 1 Каськів 


(Українська правда) -У справі про 


махінації компанії Ostchem олігарха 
Дмитра Фірташа фігурують депутат 
Опозиційного блоку,  екс-глава АП 


Віктора Януковича Сергій Льовочкін, 
а також екс-глава Держінвестпроекту 
Владислав Каськів. 

Про це журналістам заявив міністр 
внутрішніх справ Арсен Аваков, 13 
травня, говорячи про розслідування 
кримінального | провадження | щодо 
компанії Ostchem, повідомляє "Інтерфакс- 
Україна". 

Він додав, що у цій справі з'являються 
нові факти злочинів. 

"Разом з цією ситуацією спливає ряд 
інших гучних прізвищ та резонансних 
злочинів, які, можливо, будуть на слуху 
і будуть використовуватися для спеку- 
лятивних атак на інформацію. Це i пан 
Каськів, i є питання до пана Льовочкіна і 
ряду інших народних депутатів"), - сказав 
він. 

Аваков нагадав, що МВС проводить 
розслідування махінацій співробітниками 
компанії Ostchem, 

"Діяльність менеджерів цієї компанії 
призвела до того, що Україна недоотри- 
мала, вірніше отримала прямі збитки на 
суму 5,7 млрд", - сказав міністр. 

Аваков також нагадав, що в рамках цьо- 
го провадження в інтересах держави було 


заарештовано 0,5 млрд куб. м газу, що на- 
лежать Ostchem. 

"Це перший крок щодо забезпечення 
інтересів держави, і він не останній - 
планується ряд інших слідчих дій в цьому 
напрямку", - заявив глава МВС. 

На його думку, це буде корисно як для 
українського, так і для американського 


правосуддя, яке має претензії до Фірташа. 


Як відомо, Аваков також повідомив, 
що у цій справі МВС співпрацює з ФБР 
США. 

Прем'єр Арсеній Яценюк 30 квітня 
заявив, що MBC відкрило кримінальне 
провадження за фактом злочинної змови 
працівників НАК "Нафтогаз України" 
і компанії Ostchem, в результаті яко- 
го державі завдано збитків у розмірі 5,7 
млрд грн. 

Яценюк також заявив, що Генпрокура- 
тура і МВС просять суд заарештувати 500 
млн куб. м газу Ostchem. 

МВС відкрило кримінальне провад- 
ження за ч. 5 ст. 191 Кримінального ко- 
дексу України (привласнення, розтрата 
майна або заволодіння ним шляхом злов- 
живання службовим становищем, вчи- 
нене в особливо великих розмірах або 
організованою групою). 

30 квітня Печерський райсуд Києва 
заарештував близько 500 млн куб. м при- 
родного газу Ostchem. 
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Ukraine takes step toward | Poroshenko signs law banning 
debt-payment freeze 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s parliament on May 19 ap- 
proved a law granting the government the right to miss 
payments to its international creditors as it negotiates 
the terms for restructuring $23 billion worth of foreign 
debt. 

In a statement on May 19, the government said, 
“In case of an attack by unscrupulous creditors on 
Ukraine, this moratorium will protect state assets and 
the state sector.” 

The move comes as Kyiv is trying to reach a deal 
with creditors by next month that would save it $15.3 
billion over the coming four years and avoid default. 


A successful agreement would guarantee the release 
of the next instalment of a $17.5 billion International 
Monetary Fund loan. 

But the talks have soured as bondholders repeated 
objections to any write-down on the principal owed. 

Russia, which holds a $3 billion Ukrainian Euro- 
bond whose full repayment is due by the end of the 
year, has demanded that Ukraine repays all debts on 
time and accused Куту of effectively setting the stage 
for default with the new law. 

It threatened to take the issue to international courts 
if necessary. 


Poroshenko says Ukraine in 
‘real war’ with Russia 


(RFE/RL)—President Petro Poroshenko has said 
Ukraine was now in а “real war” with Russia, and that 
Ukrainians should prepare for a Russian offensive. 

In an interview with the BBC broadcast on May 
20, Poroshenko also said he did not trust his Russian 
counterpart, Vladimir Putin, adding that he had no op- 
tion but to negotiate with him. 

Poroshenko said he feared parts of eastern Ukraine 
could not be taken away from separatists by military 
means alone, meaning diplomacy was the only answer. 


Russia denies accusations by Kyiv and the West that 
it is providing weapons, training, and personnel to re- 
bels in eastern Ukraine, which has killed more than 
6,100 people since April 2014. 

Russia’s role has again come into question after the 
capture on May 16 of two men Kyiv said were Rus- 
sian soldiers working in eastern Ukraine. 

The men claimed in a video that they were active 
Russian servicemen, but Moscow said they were no 
longer employed by the state. 


Ukraine charges Russian 
soldiers with ‘terror activity’ 


(RFE/RL)—Ukzaine says it has charged two sus- 
pected Russian soldiers who had been captured in the 
country’s east with involvement in “terrorist activity.” 

An adviser for the Ukrainian Security Service 
(SBU), Markiyan Lubkivsky, wrote on Facebook on 
May 20 that the two men were also allowed to tele- 
phone their relatives in Russia. 

Kyiv says it has captured the two men, identified as 
Yevgeny Yerofeyev and Aleksandr Aleksandrov, in the 


eastern region of Luhansk on May 16. 

The men claimed in a video that they were active Rus- 
sian servicemen, but Moscow said they were no longer 
employed by the state when they were captured. 

Russia has constantly denied accusations by Kyiv 
and the West that it is providing weapons, training, 
and personnel to rebels in eastern Ukraine who are 
involved in a conflict that has killed more than 6,100 
people since April 2014. 


Ukraine open to hosting 
missile-defense system 


(RFE/RL)—tThe head of Ukraine’s National Secur- 
ity Council has said Kyiv is open to placing parts of a 
missile-defense system on Ukrainian soil to ward off 
the potential risk of attacks from Russia. 

Oleksandr Turchynoy told the Ukrinform news 
agency on May 20: “I do not rule out that to defend 
ourselves from [Russia’s] nuclear threat, we will have 
to hold consultations on deploying components of a 
missile-defense system on Ukrainian territory.” 


In Moscow, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
said Russia would consider the deployment of such 
components to Ukraine “a threat to Russia’s security.” 

“This will entail the need for taking retaliatory 
measures,” he added. 

Moscow has strongly criticized plans to build a 
U.S.-led missile shield in Europe, which NATO says 
is not directed against Russia but rather an attack from 
a country like Iran. 


Savchenko turns 34 behind bars 


(RFE/RL)—Supporters of Ukrainian pilot and par- 
liament member Nadia Savchenko, who has been 
jailed in Russia since July, are urging social media 
users to use Twitter to mark her birthday. 

Savchenko turned 34 behind bars on May 11 amid 
renewed international calls for her to be released. 

The U.S. ambassador to Ukraine, Geoffrey Pyatt, 
used the hashtag #FreeSavchenko on Twitter and post- 
ed a picture of a birthday card addressed to the Ukrain- 
ian military officer. 


Savchenko says she was illegally brought into Rus- 
sia іп. July 2014 after being abducted by Russian- 
backed separatists in eastern Ukraine. 

She is charged with complicity in the killing of two 
Russian journalists who died in the Ukraine conflict, 
as well as illegal border crossing. 

Savchenko denies her guilt and says Russia has no 
right to detain her. 

On May 6, a Moscow court extended her pretrial 
detention until June 30. 


British fighter jets escort Russian bombers away 


(RFE/RL)—Britain says two Royal Air Force Typhoon 
fighter jets have been scrambled after Russian long-range 
bombers were seen flying towards British airspace. 

Britain’s Ministry of Defense said on May 14 that 
the two Russian planes were spotted north of Scotland. 

The statement said the planes, identified as Russian 
Bear strategic bombers, were escorted “until they were 
out of the U.K. area of interest.” 

“At no time did the Russian military aircraft cross 


into UK sovereign airspace,” it added. 

Intercepts of Russian aircraft by NATO member 
states have increased over the last year amid height- 
ened tensions between the West and Moscow over 
Russia’s involvement in the conflict in Ukraine and its 
annexation of Crimea. 

Russian officials have denied any wrongdoing, 
saying their aircraft have been complying with inter- 
national rules. 


Communist, Nazi propaganda 


(RFE/RL)—President Petro Poroshenko has signed into law legislation 
banning Soviet symbols and communist-era propaganda in Ukraine. 

Poroshenko’s office made the announcement on May 15. 

Under the legislation, the communist government that ruled between 
1917 and 1991 is condemned as a criminal regime. 

Its symbols and propaganda are banned — a measure that would 
require the demolition of monuments to Bolshevik Revolution leader 
Vladimir Lenin and other Soviet-era icons that remain. 

The legislation applies the same treatment to the Nazi regime, which 
occupied and controlled much of Ukraine during World War II. 

The measures drew strong Russian criticism when they were approved 
by parliament in April. 

They are part of a shift away Soviet imagery, which Kyiv says the 
Kremlin is using to influence neighbors and promote self-serving myths 
about World War II amid the conflict in eastern Ukraine. 

Ukraine is deeply at odds with Russia over its annexation of Crimea 
and support for separatists in a conflict that has killed more than 6,000 
people. 
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Alberta’s most underrated 
Premier speaks out 


Former Alberta Premier Ed Stelmach offered his own assessment 
of the electoral disaster that befell the longest lasting political dynasty 
in Canada when Jim Prentice’s Progressive Conservatives fell to third 
place, while the New Democrats won a majority. 

In an interview with the Edmonton Journal’s Sheila Pratt, published on 
May 12, Stelmach noted that the party had moved too far to the right and 
lost the crucial middle ground. 

“Our popularity was always in the centre and someone gave the advice 
to move to the right,” said Stelmach, adding that he was not consulted on 
campaign strategy for the May 5 vote. 

Stelmach also criticized the move to induce former Wildrose leader 
Danielle Smith and eight other MLAs to cross the floor and join the Tory 
caucus. Many voters were offended by this action because “the leader of 
the opposition has a responsibility to people and you don’t abdicate that 
responsibility — for whose benefit? For Albertans or your own?” said 
Stelmach. 

Yet another reason for the defeat was a “lack of humility” in the Tory 
campaign, while Notley appeared “confident and had that humility about 
herself.” 

He is right on all three counts and well he should be. Like Peter 
Lougheed, but unlike Ralph Klein and Jim Prentice, Stelmach was a 
progressively-minded centrist leader who combined fiscal responsibil- 
ity with a social conscience and worked for the benefit of all Albertans. 
He eliminated health care premiums because they were a regressive tax 
and, like Lougheed called for a review of the royalties oil companies pay 
for exploiting the resources that belong to the people of Alberta. Unlike 
Allison Redford he did not abuse his position. This editor and his wife 
had the pleasure of running into Stelmach at London’s Heathrow Airport 
as we were both transferring from the Edmonton direct flight. Although 
Stelmach was going to an official conference in Geneva, he took the 
commercial flight just like all other Albertans. 

But, unlike Lougheed who managed to face down the oil companies 
and raise the royalties, Stelmach had two disadvantages. One his call for 
a review came right as the world headed into an economic crisis. His 
policies were blamed for a downturn he had no way of controlling and he 
was forced to back down. Also, Lougheed was a corporate lawyer from 
Calgary, thus able to deal with the bigwigs. Stelmach was most unfairly 
derided as a “Ukrainian farmer” from Andrew and disdained by them. 

Unhappy with the fact they had lost control of the Progressive Con- 
servative party which they enjoyed under Klein’s administration, the oil 
patch decided to fund the Wildrose Party, which until that time was more 
of a fringe group, thus making it a credible and more pliable alternative 
to the PCs. This, plus pressure from his own caucus, eventually prompt- 
ed Stelmach to resign. 

It is no wonder then that Danielle Smith decided to move over the 
Tories once Jim Prentice became leader. Since the oil patch now had 
their man in the Premier’s Office, her role as Opposition Leader became 
redundant. 

How close the Prentice government was to the corporate sector came 
out when the new budget was passed, imposing new taxes on everybody 
but the corporate sector. Then, it turns out, the economist he was relying 
most heavily upon, Jack Mintz, was formally obligated to serve the best 
interests of Imperial Oil, as former Liberal Leader Kevin Taft pointed out 
in an April 29 Journal article. 

As we look forward to a new era in Alberta politics, it is also worth- 
while to reflect on the legacy of Ed Stelmach. He deserves to be ranked 
up there with some of the finest Alberta premiers even though he was 
thwarted in his attempts to implement changes. And for that reason he 
certainly deserves to be considered the most underrated one. 
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Holodomor and separatisminthe Donbas 


Ву Yevhenia Oliynyk, EuroMaidan Press 

The Holodomor Memorial Museum in Kyiv has 
opened an exhibition on the artificial resettlement of 
Russians and Belarusians to eastern Ukraine after the 
Holodomor (famine/genocide) of 1932-33. The exhib- 
ition includes secret party documents that depict this 
process in detail. Museum workers are convinced that 
information on the violent assimilation policies of the 
Soviet Union may partly explain separatism in eastern 
Ukraine today. 

The artificial resettlements and forced assimilation 
of Russians and Belarusians on Ukrainian lands begin 
immediately after the Holodomor of 1932-33. The 
most active segment of the Ukrainian population had 
been wiped out, but the land needed tending and new 
residents, explains historian Nina Lapchynska, the 
head of the museum’s research department. In 1939 
the All-Union census recorded the changed ethnic 
population in Ukraine. Much later, the new “locals” 
in eastern Ukraine would tell Holodomor research- 
ers that “there was no famine.” Lapchynska believes 
this mind-set, as well as separatist attitudes in mod- 
ern Donbas, are the results of the population resettle- 
ments. Russians were brought to the Kharkiv Oblast in 
Ukraine from the Chernozem Oblast in Russia (which 
today is divided into the Kursk, Chernozem and Tam- 
bov oblasts). There were altogether 329 waves of mi- 
grants, representing close to 23,000 families. Accord- 
ing to the Central Committee of the Soviet Union, the 
local government was responsible for welcoming the 
new arrivals. 

“Ukrainian peasants had to clean and whitewash 
the houses, repair the yards (since the yards of the 
deceased were dismantled for wood), and remove the 
corpses,” Lapchynska explains. “They were ordered to 
prepare the housing and the farm implements so that 
the migrants could begin to work immediately. They 
(migrants) were also given incentives: exemption 


from agricultural and meat taxes for two years, etc.,” 
she says. 

According to Lapchynska, not only families but 
entire collectives were resettled. When a collective 
farm moved, it had to hand over grain and then upon 
presentation of a receipt was given the same amount 
of grain in the new location — the same amount that 
had been taken from Ukrainian peasants during the 
Holodomor. 

Conflicts arose between the locals and the settlers 
since the locals received no benefits. “In one of the 
documents there is even testimony that the local col- 
lective farms had to purchase phonographs for the new 
settlers,” she says. Special Russian-language classes 
were organized for the Russians, and Russian language 
newspapers and books were brought in. Additionally, 
the Ukrainians who had left during the Holodomor 
and who succeeded in returning discovered that their 
homes had been occupied and that handing back prop- 
erty to the original owners was prohibited. 

This exhibition is a logical continuation of previ- 
ous projects of the Holodomor Memorial Museum, 
explains Yana Hrynko, a researcher at the museum. 

“We have launched a series of exhibitions called 
The crimes of Soviet totalitarianism. This exhibition 
was preceded by an exhibition dedicated to the lib- 
eration struggle in the 1920s. After the first famine in 
the country there were about 4,000 uprisings. And the 
response to opposition was genocide. The Holodomor 
of 1932-33 was a powerful blow to Ukrainian in- 
dependence. Here were are talking about a violent as- 
similation policy: to wipe out a part of the Ukrainian 
population and replace it with people presenting no 
threatening national concept,” Hrynko says. 

The exhibition dedicated to the artificial resettle- 
ment of Ukrainian lands has been organized with the 
support of the State Archival Service and the state ar- 
chives of the Security Service of Ukraine. 


“Kremlin said mulling ‘preventive occupation’ of Baltic States 


By Paul Goble 

(Window on Eurasia)—People of decency and good 
will around the world have been horrified by Vladimir 
Putin’s defense week of the 1939 Molotoy-Ribbentrop 
Pact which made Hitler and Stalin allies, opened the 
way to World War II, and allowed the Soviet Union to 
occupy Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, portions of Poland 
and Bessarabia for half a century. 

But they should be even more horrified by the fact 
that some near the Kremlin are once again thinking 
about За preventive occupation” of the Baltic coun- 
tries, a step that, as Kseniya Kirillova points out today, 
could trigger the collapse of the West or a third world 
war. 

Moreover, and just as in 1939, they should be dis- 
turbed by Moscow’s duplicity and cynicism about such 
amoye, one nominally taken in the name of improving 
Russia’s defense capability but in fact threatened in 
order to advance Russian imperialism and to disorder 
and confuse the Western powers. 

Moscow has a compelling interest in a preventive 
occupation of at least portions of the Baltic countries 
in order to counter NATO, an interest he says exists 
even if there is no such threat, because such a move 
would allow for “the preservation of the line of ‘the 
virtual front’” 

In her commentary, Kirillova does two things: First, 
she points to a recent article by Moscow commentator 
Rostislav Ishchenko calling for a “preventive” strike 
against the Baltic littoral in order to block what he sees 
as a threat from NATO; and second, she interviews for- 
mer RISI analyst Aleksandr Sytin on why Ishchenko’s 
words are more than the ravings of one man. 

According to Ishechenko, Moscow has a compel- 
ling interest in a preventive occupation of at least por- 
tions of the Baltic countries in order to counter NATO, 
an interest he says exists even if there is no such threat, 
because such a move would allow for “the preserva- 
tion of the line of ‘the virtual front” Specifically, he 
writes, "а preventive strike with the goal of liquidat- 
ing the Baltic place des armes could become neces- 
sary from a military point of view not because some- 
one might expect an attack from this direction but in 
order to preserve the line of the front (even virtual), 
to extend a land corridor to the blockaded group of 
forces in Kaliningrad, and to free up forces for actions 
in other, more important directions.” 

Not taking such actions in a timely manner — and 
Ishchenko helpfully provides a map showing just what 
Russian forces should seek to seize — could, he sug- 
gests, prove “fatal in the indefinite situation” the world 
now finds itself in. Indeed, he argues, “the rapid [Rus- 
sian] occupation of the Baltics could become the best 
choice” among those available. 

Ishchenko suggests, as Kirillova puts it, that “the 


main goal of this operation would be not ‘the defense’ 
of [Russia’s] borders from imagined enemies but the 
occasion for the beginning of a trade with Europe 
about the shift of borders and spheres of influence in 
which of course the sovereignty of other countries and 
the will of the peoples living in them are not and can-_ 
not be taken into consideration.” 

As Ishchenko puts it, "а lightning-like occupation of 
the Baltics would put the European Union in a situa- 
tion when the restoration of the status quo could be 
ach9ieved only by means of negotiations.” That is be- 
cause Paris and Berlin could not “fight” for the Baltic 
countries if they no longer existed. 

It would be comforting to think that Ishchenko’s 
article is simply one more example of the absurdities 
that often surface in countries during times of stress, 
and undoubtedly many people in the EU and the US 
will dismiss his notions as nothing more than that. But 
to do so would be a serious mistake. 

Aleksandr Sytin, a former analyst for Russia’s SVR 
intelligence service and more recently for the now 
infamous Russian Institute for Strategic Research, 
argues that Ishchenko is speaking for more than him- 
self and that his article is intended simultaneously to 
test the waters of public opinion and expand the limits 
of what people consider permissible. 

Ishchenko’s declarations entirely and completely 
reflect the foreign policy course of present-day Russia 
and in particular its striving to become a world center 
of power and to restore the configuration of the world 
as it was in 1945 

He told Kirillova that Sytin now works closely with 
Russia Today and other Kremlin media outlets and 
that he and others so according to Sytin, “Ishchenko’s 
declarations entirely and completely reflect the for- 
eign policy course of present-day Russia and in par- 
ticular its striving to become a world center of power 
and to restore the configuration of the world as it was 
in 1945, and also to ‘save’ the peoples at a minimum 
of Eastern Europe and ideally all European peoples 
from the ‘pernicious influence’ of the US by using the 
existing contradictions between them and the EU’s 
weakness.” 

Sytin said that, despite proposals like Ishchenko’s, 
he is certain that the Kremlin does not really want 
to get into a military confrontation with Europe and 
NATO. Instead, it hopes for a compromise, one in 
which the West will make even more concessions to 
Moscow in order to avoid such a conflict. 

“The more quickly the West recognizes that the era 
of a ‘good’ agreeable Russia is now in the past the 
better,” Sytin argued, and he insisted that “the Krem- 
lin’s current aggressiveness is creating a danger much 
greater than that which came from ‘the evil empire’ 
operating under the name USSR.” 
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Motyl interviews Kuzio оп Donbas 


(Ukraine’s Orange Blues}—The following is an 
interview with Taras Kuzio, a leading expert on 
Ukraine and post-communist politics, conducted by 
another leading expert, Professor Alexander J. Motyl 
of Rutgers University. 

Motyl: You’ve just completed a tour of the Ukrain- 
jan territories adjoining the Donbas enclave controlled 
by Russia and its proxies. What are some of your key 
conclusions? 

Kuzio: Since the Euromaidan Revolution I’ve 
made six visits to southeastern Ukraine for research 
on a book on the Donbas (supported by the US-based 
Ukrainian Studies Fund). My just-completed visit was 
to Mariupol and Volnovakha, which is on the road to 
Donetsk and 20 kilometers from the front line. I have 
also visited Donetsk (during the Euromaidan) as well 
as Slovyansk and Kramatorsk, both of which have 
been controlled by Ukrainian forces since summer 
2014. The visit to Mariupol was with four journal- 
ists (two from Kharkiv, one from Kyiv, and one from 
Lutsk). It was funded by the EU through the Associa- 
tion of Polish Journalists and the TeleKrytyka Ukrain- 
ian media monitor and coordinated by Yuri Lukanoy, 
president of the Trade Union of Independent Journal- 
ists of Ukraine. 

The eight Russian-speaking Ukrainian provinces 
that comprise Vladimir Putin’s “New Russia” project 
can be divided into three parts. The first consists of 
Luhansk and Donetsk, which are similar to Crimea in 
that they have a Soviet identity and a third of the popu- 
lation supports separatism (either independent state- 
hood or union with Russia). The second consists of 
Kharkiv and Odesa, which are swing regions that ex- 
perienced street battles in spring 2014 that were won 
by pro-Ukrainian forces backed by Kyiv. The third 
consists of the four clearly pro-Ukrainian regions of 
Dnipropetrovsk, Zaporizhzhya, Kherson, and Myko- 
layiv. Putin’s “New Russia” project failed to take into 
account these regional differences. He remains unable 
to comprehend the very notion of a patriotic Russian- 
speaking Ukrainian, because in his imperialist mind- 
set to be Russophone means to be Russian. Putin’s 
views are strikingly similar to Nazi pan-Germanism. 

In most of the regions I visited, the population can 
be divided into three more or less equal groups: those 
who support Ukraine, those who are neutral and only 
want peace, and those who support Russia. Today, 
the vast majority of activists are pro-Ukrainian due to 
the fact that a political and social vacuum was cre- 
ated after the Communist Party and pan-Slavic groups 
either fled to the self-styled Donetsk People’s Repub- 
lic (DNR) or disintegrated, as in the case of the Party 
of Regions. Many in the pro-Russian camp are deeply 
demoralized. In spring 2014, when the separatist dis- 
turbances first began, there was euphoria among the 
pro-Russians, who believed that Putin would invade 
and annex much of Ukraine’s southeast, just as he did 
Crimea. When he didn’t and Ukraine fought back, the 
euphoria collapsed. 

Motyl: So the pro-Ukrainian forces have the upper 
hand? 

Kuzio: Yes, in western and southern Donbas and in 
northern Luhansk. Putin and the separatists not only 
did not capture “New Russia”: they only control a 
third of the Donbas. To pursue your comparison of the 
Donbas with the postbellum American South: with the 
pro-Russian pan-Slavists, Communists, and Region- 
naires leaving the scene, space was opened for the re- 
pressed and marginalized Ukrainians to come out of 
the shadows. Ukrainian NGOs are very active in Ma- 
riupol and Slovyansk, and the main one in the former, 
New Mariupol, is run by Professor Mariya Podybaylo, 
originally from Ternopil. Women are playing a leading 
role as civil activists on the front line: such as those 
we witnessed sewing sniper camouflage апа раїпі- 


ing road block-posts. Journalist Olena Mokrynchuk 
heads the Volnovakha-based “Soldatska Poshta” [Sol- 
diers’ Mail] NGO. These pro-Ukrainian forces have 
the support of the military, the National Guard, and 
the Security Service, which has been filled with new 
patriotic personnel since the Euromaidan. 

Motyl: How do average residents view the ongoing 
crisis? 

Kuzio: It’s important to remember that Mariupol is 
billionaire oligarch Rinat Akhmetov’s factory town. Es- 
sentially, the workers are 19th-century serfs who work 
in inefficient and heavily polluting Soviet-era factories 
(one is nine miles long!), are desperate to hold on to 
their jobs, decide nothing, and have zero voice. Akhme- 
tov wants the factories to continue operating so he can 
keep sending his large profits to offshore tax havens. 
If the DNR takes control of Mariupol, his plants will 
be destroyed or closed. (And these furnaces, if closed, 
cost millions of dollars to re-fire.) Some people might 
not like Kyiv, but they do not want war, which they 
know leads to death and destruction. At the same time, 
voters are, as in Soviet times and when the Commun- 
ists or Regionnaires had a monopoly of power, ordered 
to vote for whomever Akhmetov supports. In 2014 that 
was the Opposition Bloc, which largely consists of ex- 
Regionnaires. The remarkable thing about many of the 
people in the areas of the Donbas I visited is that, no 
matter how badly the Regionnaires or ex-Regionnaires 
treat them, the people have a Stockholm syndrome and 
still vote for them. 

Motyl: What’s the mood like among Ukrainian sol- 
diers and volunteers? 

Kuzio: We visited the district center of Volnovakha, 
which is full of Ukrainian troops in high spirits and 
eager to do battle. I was impressed by their high mor- 
ale. The highly motivated volunteer Donbas battalion 
is also in the area. The main base of the volunteer Na- 
tional Guard (Ministry of Interior) Azov battalion is in 
Mariupol; most of its members are 18- to 22-year-old 
former Euromaidan activists, students, and soccer ul- 
tras who would fight to the death. They believe they 
could retake Shyrokyne, but are constrained by Kyiv’s 
weak political will. 

Motyl: Is appending the modifier “neo-Nazi” to 
Azov warranted? 

Kuzio: We visited the base and met with their press 
officers. Two thirds of Azov are Russian speakers 
from eastern and southern Ukraine and the largest for- 
eign contingent are 50 volunteers from Russia. Only 
5 percent of Azov are members of the Social National 
Assembly and the Azov therefore are hardly the stuff 
of Nazis. For most people, Azov is a guarantee against 
the DNR coming to the region and bringing death and 
destruction with it. Russian-speaking locals will often 
pay the bills of Azov members in coffee bars and bring 
the humanitarian assistance to their base. Azov is the 
locals’ guarantee that Mariupol won’t come to resem- 
ble Donetsk airport or Debaltseve. 

Motyl: Are people thinking of leaving if the in- 
stability continues? 

Kuzio: Those who have been able to leave Mariu- 
pol have done so. Both Volnovakha and Mariupol in- 
clude refugees from the DNR who live in limbo and 
are reliant on civil society humanitarian (rather than 
Ukrainian government) assistance. 

Motyl: What do people expect Russia to do next? 

Kuzio: Nobody knows what will happen because 
the decision lies in one man’s hands. Fortifications are 
everywhere: on the beaches, fields, and roads, show- 
ing that Kyiv is actively preparing for a potential inva- 
sion. But for Putin to establish a land bridge to Crimea 
would mean a risky escalation from hybrid to full- 
scale war (it would require 50,000—100,000 Russian 
troops, not just “green men”). That would have untold 
regional and international ramifications. 


. ОСС marks Crimean Tatar deportation 


24 (ОСС  ЖМакіопаї)--ТВе Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress (UCC) issued the following statement on the 
anniversary of the deportation of the Crimean Tatar 
People, May 18: 

May 18 marks the 71st anniversary of the mass 
deportation of the Crimean Tatar People from their 
ancestral homeland by the totalitarian regime of 
Joseph Stalin. The entire Crimean Tatar People, the 
indigenous people of Crimea, were exiled to the Soviet 
east in 1944. Hundreds of thousands of men, women 
and children were forcibly and violently deported 
— almost half lost their lives during the first year of 
exile — for no crime other than their language, culture 
and traditions. They were not allowed to return to 


Crimea for almost 50 years. As Crimean Tatars mourn 
their ancestors, we join them in grief and solemn 
remembrance. 

Today, the Crimean Peninsula of Ukraine, which is 
the ancestral home of the Crimean Tatar People has 
been invaded and illegally occupied by the Russian 
Federation. Crimean Tatars are once again subject to 
brutal violence, repressions, arrests, and attacks on 
their rights and freedoms by the ruthless dictatorship 
of Vladimir Putin. We draw inspiration from their 
brave resistance to this cruel occupation. We join 
all civilized nations in condemning the Russian 
Federation’s oppressive occupation of the Crimean 
Peninsula of Ukraine. 


International Trade Minister Ed Fast and Oleksiy Pavlenko, Ukraine’ 
Minister of Agrarian Policy and Food, meet to discuss opportunities to 
strengthen Canada-Ukraine trade relations, Ottawa, March 26. 


FTA moving 
forward says Fast 


(UkrNews)—Ukraine and Canada are moving forward on free trade 
negotiations, says International Trade Minister Ed Fast. 

“We have to use this free trade agreement to reinvigorate Canadian 
investment into Ukraine. One of the key things that the Ukrainian goy- 
ernment has made a priority is, in fact, attracting more direct foreign 
investment into their country and Canadian companies are well-placed to 
do that,” He told Ukrainian News in an interview, May 5. 

“What we are looking at obviously is a very clear signal in the form of 
a framework agreement... that Canadian investments are important, that 
they will be protected against discrimination, also that we are going to 
remove tariff barriers between our countries, (and) improve the flow of 
goods and services between our countries,” he added. 

Fast said that some of the key sectors affected by the agreement will be 
agriculture and oil and gas 

The development aid Canada is providing Ukraine in the agricultur- 
al field will be used to enhance the grain and dairy sectors, as well as 
improving productivity, the quality of the products and marketing, he 
noted. 

In the oil and gas sector, Canadian companies are looking for reforms 
that will improve transparency in the bidding and regulatory process and 
certainty of investment. 

Ukraine has proven reserves of shale gas and Canada is the leader 
when it comes to technology for this development. 

“We are prepared to engage in a more robust discussion about how 
Ukraine takes advantage of the technology that Canada offers in that 
area,” he said. 

On the Ukrainian side, the country has tremendous strength in infor- 
mation and communications technology and Canadian companies are al- 
ready using Ukrainian IT companies to deliver such items as e-commerce 
platforms. 

“We know that Ukraine has a very strong ITC sector. That is one that 
could benefit substantially from the free trade agreement between Can- 
ada and Ukraine,” stated Fast. 

Fast noted that one Canadian company, Streit Manufacturing of Innis- 
fil, Ont., is providing Ukraine’s National Guard with Spartan-APC Light 
Armored Vehicles to help Ukraine defend itself against Russian aggres- 
sion. 

With its allies, Canada is “incrementally taking step to ensure Ukraine 
is in a position to defend its sovereignty and its territorial integrity.” 

“We continue to recognize that Ukraine faces enormous challenges and 
make it very clear that Canada will remain a steadfast, unwavering trust- 
ed partner of Ukraine during its time of need and we know that Canadians 
across the country support that position,” the minister said. 


NATO, EU to work together 
to counter ‘hybrid’ warfare 


((RFE/RL)—NATO and the EU have agreed to tighten cooperation 
against the “hybrid warfare” that the military alliance says Russia has 
used against Ukraine. фури 

NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg made the announcement on 
May 14 after a two-day meeting of the military alliance in the southern 
Turkish city of Antalya. 

He said NATO and the EU will “ensure that the strategies we are 
developing are complementary, so that we can work together quickly and 
effectively in the case of a hybrid threat against any of our members.” 

Russia annexed Crimea in March 2014 by deploying troops in 
unmarked uniforms. 

The West also accuses Russia of supporting separatist rebels in eastern 
Ukraine with arms and manpower, a claim that Moscow denies. 

Russia is accused of carrying out “hybrid warfare” in the conflict by 
combining classical military techniques with unconventional guerrilla 
tactics, as well as non-military means like cyber-attacks and propaganda. 
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Shumka School presents 
"Му Ukraine, My Canada” 


(UkrNews)—The Shumka 
School of Ukrainian Dance рге- 
sented their annual end-of-the-year 
concert “My Ukraine, My Canada” 
at the Northern Alberta Jubilee 
Auditorium in Edmonton, May 3. 

A total of 31 numbers were per- 
formed by the students, who start 
as early as three years old. As well 
Shumka itself performed two guest 
numbers. 

Since 1989, the schools has of- 
fered a high quality Ukrainian 
dance training program that pro- 
vides dancers with a strong back- 
ground in traditional and contem- 


porary Ukrainian dance. This is 
achieved through curriculum-based 
training and stage performance ex- 
periences. 

The Shumka School strives 
to create a fun yet educational 
Ukrainian dance environment with 
the highest .priority placed upon 
developing the required skills of 
technique and performance. Its 
instructors are among the most 
knowledgeable and experienced 
dance instructors in Canada. 

The Shumka School of Dance is 
recognized as a benchmark for pro- 
gressive and nurturing Ukrainian 


dance training. The School is com- 
mitted to engaging young people 
from all heritage backgrounds in 
the performing arts; fostering a 
love for a broad scope of Ukrain- 
ian dance; providing solid dance 
training to young people who wish 
to pursue a career in dance, as well 
as to young people whose inter- 
est in dance is purely recreational; 
promoting active and healthy life- 
styles, accommodating a variety 
of physical abilities and learning 
styles; and serving as a career de- 
velopment opportunity for dance 
instructors and choreographers. 


PHOTOS — MARCO LEVYTSKY 


Clockwise from top left: Kalyna by the Grade 9 Class; Shumkas Tambourine Dance; Shawl 
Dance by the Grades 7 - 9 Intensive Ladies. = 


UNF holds Icon Exhibit 


The Edmonton Branches of the Ukrainian Women: 


National Federation of Canada and the Ukre 
Easter Exhibit, “The Fascinating World of Ico 
in Edmonton at the UNF Hall on March 28-29. Pictured above; Saints Faith, Hope, Love 
and their mother Sophia, exhibited courtesy Luba Feduschak. For more see the Ukrainian- 


language story on page 12. 


‘ganization of Canada, the Ukrainian 
rian Youth Federation of Canada held an 
, featuring icor 


from private collections 


Ukrainian Меуму5/Українські вісті, May 21 - June 3, 21 травня - З червня, 2015 


Viter Ukrainian Dancers and Folk Choir 


Viter celebrates 20 years 
Presents “At the Bazaar’ June 20 


(Bottom Line Productions)—The Viter Ukrainian Dancers and Folk 
Choir presents Celebrating 20 Years of Viter: “At the Bazaar” June 20th 
at 7 pm and 2158 at 2 pm at the Arden Theatre (5 St. Anne Street, St. 
Albert). Tickets can be purchased for this 20th anniversary concert at 
ticketmaster.ca for $35 (excluding service charges). 

“At the Bazaar” tells the story of young love between Darko, a gypsy 
boy, and Solomyia, a village girl. Set in the village square, the two Шге- 
lessly attempt to weave their way towards one another with little success 
amidst the vibrancy of the colourful bazaar. With the help of their schem- 
ing siblings, Solomiya and Darko at last find themselves encircled in a 
dance for two as the events of the day draw to a close. 

The story is told not only through dance, but with the musical accom- 
paniment and vocal stylings of the Viter Folk Choir. The show blends 
song and dance to bring the story to life in an interactive format. For 
more information visit www.viter.ca. 

The Viter Ukrainian Dancers and Folk Choir is an Edmonton-based 
performing ensemble recognized for infusing the folk art of traditional 
Ukrainian dance and song with modern themes. This talented group of 
choristers, musicians and dancers interact on stage, creating an entertain- 
ing and harmonious blend of storytelling which they have taken around 
the world. 


з 3 а ЗУБНІ oh нд ee дана 
e 
AOB students celebrate Embroidered Day 
Students of the Ukrainian Bilingual Program at Edmonton Catholics Austin O'Brien High School decided to 
celebrate the World's Day of the Ukrainian Embroidered Shirt six days early this year - on May 15 instead 
of May 21. On this day Ukrainians around the world are encouraged to wear embroidered shirts to work and 
school and to gather at rallies to demonstrate pride in their Ukrainian culture. A rally was held at Edmonton’s 


Churchill Square May 21 just as this issue was sent to press. We hope to have coverage of that in our next issue. 
Pictured above: Students with their teacher, Daria Porochiwnyk. 
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Незнані скарби української громади 


Напередодні | Великодня в 
Едмонтоні відбулася ще одна 
цікава подія. Організація Укра- 
їнок Канади im. Ольги Басараб 
(ОУК) разом з Українським На- 
ціональним Об'єднанням (УНО) 
та Молодью Українського Наці- 
онального Об'єднання (МУНО) 
влаштувала виставку «Чарівний 
світ їкон», котра відбулася 21 та 
22 березня 2015 року в домівці 
УНО. Ідейним ініціатором 1 го- 
ловою організаційного комітету 
виступила колишня голова ОУК 
Тамара Воротиленко. Всі екс- 
понати на цій виставці були з 
приватних колекцій української 
громади міста. I повірте мені 
наша громада має унікальні та 
захоплюючі скарби у себе вдо- 
ма, а також залюбки пропонує 
показати їх при нагоді. Ось таку 
нагоду i запропонували їм opra- 
нізатори виставки, котрі ставили 
собі за мету показати, що ікони 
є не тільки витвір мистецтва, але 
і також займають дуже поважну 
роль в житті едмонтонців, Різно- 
маніття жанрів та техніки вико- 
нання: мальовані, вишиті, чекан- 
ні, на гобелені, на кераміці, на 
камені, на склі, з бурштину та ін. 
вражають і розширюють нашу 
уяву На виставці були виставлені 
ікони, намальовані як професій- 
ними іконописцями, т.я. Маріян- 
на Саварин, так і художниками 
нашого міста, Василем Залуць- 
ким, Валерієм Семенком, народ- 
ними  художниками-малярами. 
У своїй коротенькій доповіді 
про народні домашні ікони стар- 
ший науковий співробітник села 
спадщини української культури 
Радомир Білаш зазначив, що є 
канонічні образи святих та іко- 
ни, котрі малювали професійні 
іконописці чи художники, але на- 
род бачив їх по-своєму і народні 
митці, яких в народі називали 
богомазами, намагалися прида- 
ти образам та іконам характерні 
риси тої місцевості, звідки вони 
походили. Українська народна 
ікона переважно малювалася на 
липових чи соснових дошках, 
або на домотканому полотні 
Чудовий приклад цього стилю 
виконання є ікона Св. Миколая 
Чудотворця з Кіровоградської 
області намальована на сосно- 
вій дошці наприкінці 19 століття 
(родина Воротиленків). 

Ікони відіграють як релігійну, 
так і декоративну функцію в 
домі. Образи малюють на тарі- 
лях, писанках, дереві,склі та ін. 
Люди називали ікони "богами" 
або "образами". За традицією 
звичайно було від шести до деся- 
ти ікон в хаті. Ікони відігравали i 
відіграють важливу роль у житті 
людей, а їхня присутність необ- 
хідна в найголовніших подіях 
людського життя - народженні, 
весіллі та похороні. Люди мо- 
ляться ун і просять допо- 
моги та ословення в різних 
життєвих ситуаціях. 

Найширше на виставці була 
представлена Вишгородська (Во- 
лодимирська) ікона Божої Матері 
в різних виконаннях:мальовані, 
вишиті та інші стилі. Дві старо- 
винні їкони в ризах-Казанської 
Божої Матері (1891) та Миколи 
Чудотворця (1861) представила 
на виставку родина Залуцьких, 
а Др. Андрій Горняткевич ви- 
ставив 3 роботи свого батька 
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«Джерело» 


Дам'яна Горняткевича: «Святий 
Апостол Андрій Первозваний» 
(1946-1957), «Переображен- 
ня» (1930-ті р.р.) та «Христос- 
Вседержитель» (1940-ві р.р.) ви- 
конані аквареллю. Надя Цинцар 
запозичила «Чудотворний образ 
Матері Божої в Зарваниці» та 
їкону Архангела Михаїла (2004) 
роботи Маріянни Саварин. Три 
чудові роботи розпису по керамі- 
ці едмонтонської майстрині Іван- 
ни Іванусів представила родина 
Дацьківих. Це два образи Божої 
Матері з маленьким Ісусом та 
статуєтка Діви Марії, а також 
Образ Покрова Пресвятої Бого- 
родиці роботи Бутовича. Родина 
Цибульських-старших показала 
вишиті Почаївську та Іверську 
ікони Божої Матері, а також iko- 
ну Божої Матері Неустанної По- 
мочі, ікону Святого Івана Пред- 
течи роботи  едмонтонського 
художника і батька члена УНО 
Лео Залуцького-Василя Залуць- 
кого, стародавню ікону Казан- 
ської Пресвятої Богородиці в 
ризах та Святу Трійцю. Дуже 
рідкісною іконою Святого Рома- 
на Сладкопівця, разом з іконою 
Божої Матері «Скоропослушни- 
ці» та іконою Святого Миколая 
Чудотворця порадувало глядачів 
сімейство Лесі та Романа Петрі- 
вих. А пані Люба Федущак ви- 
ставила незабутню ікону святих 
Віри, Надії, Любові та матері їх 
Софії, спеціально для неї нама- 
льовану Василем Стратійчуком у 
2008 році, бо її мати Софія мала 
три доні-Віру, Надію та Любов 
(Люба Федущак) та ікону Ісуса 
Христа роботи Крісті Ярмус. Ро- 
дина Йопиків виставила 2 сти- 
лізовані ікони Вишгородської 
Божої Матері, цікавий образ 
Юрія Переможця, намальований 
на склі народним майстром та 
ікону Розп'яття на дошці. Дуже 
рідкісна ікона Святої Параскеви- 
П'ятниці, техніка виконання якої 
також незвичайна, була пред- 
ставлена Оленою Гарасимів ра- 
зом з двома роботами Маріянни 
Саварин-іконами Матері Божої 
Неустанної Помочі та Ісуса 
Христа. Марко Левицький ви- 
ставив роботи свого батька Ми- 
рона Левицького: «Богородиця» 
(1986) та «Богородиця» (1990), 
а також образ Христа роботи 
Лесі Левицької. Вразила робота 
українського різьбяра Володи- 
мира Федоріва-Їсус Христос, за- 
позичина родиною Князевичей. 


Родина Пастушенків виставила 
Почаївську та Вишгородську 
їкони Божої Матері в ризах, Іко- 
ну Божої Матері «Знамення» та 
Неустанної Помочі, а також гру- 
зинську ікону намальовану на 
камені та Триптих. Маруся Дут- 
ка показала ікону Казанської Бо- 
жої Матері (Василь Залуцький) 
та Їкону архангела Михаїла (Ma- 
ріянна Саварин, 1989). А Люд- 
мила Михайловська виставила 
Тихвинську ікону Божої Матері, 
Чудотворний образ Божої Мате- 
рі «Годувальниці», Діву Марію 
(гобелен), (Святих  архангелів 
Гавріїла, Михаїла та Рафаеля та 
їкону Казанської Пресвятої Бого- 
родиці. Радомир Білаш показав 
відвідувачам унікальну роботу 
Дмитра «Фаркавця «Богороди- 
цю з Ісусом» (1978), виконан- 
ня- Емаль на міді виготовлена 
в сонячній печі, стилізоване 30- 
браження Божої Матері з дитям 
на кераміці, роботи Любові Шу- 
лякевич (1976), «Ісус на Оливній 
горі» Карен Вал (1981)-темпера 
на дереві та «Спас Нерукотвор- 
ний» Марії Лесів (2008)-фарба 
на шклі. Красиво вишита ікона 
Єрусалімської Божої Матері та 
вишитий бісером образ Матері 
Божої з Ісусом з колекції родини 
Бойків прикрашали виставку, а 
також вишиті Анастасією Сміт 
ікони «Розп'яття», «Христове 
благословіння», «Богородиця з 
Ісусом», «Ісус в терновім вінку» 
з колекції родини Цибульських- 
молодших та ікона Святого Йо- 
сифа. Родина Поріцьких показа- 
ла вишиту картину «Ісус Хрис- 
тос на Оливній горі», ікони Ісуса 
Христа та Святого Антонія Па- 
дуанського. Родина Воротилен- 
ків показала недуже знану в Ка- 
наді їкону Божої Матері «Семи- 
стрільна» вироблену з бурштину, 
колекцію писанок різних за роз- 
міром з образами Божої Матері, 
Святого Миколая Чудотворця, 
Матрони, Семистрільної, мініа- 
тюрні образи Святого Миколая 
Чудотворця та Вишгородської 
(Володимирської) Божої Матері 
зі срібла, ікону Івана Богосло- 
ва, яскраво вишиту Почаївську 
ікону Божої Матері роботи Оль- 
ги Фролової (2002). Фамільний 
складень-це дві ікони для жінки 
та чоловіка з'єднані разом, пред- 
ставили родини Тереховських 
та Цибульських-молодших. Ще 
були представлені ікони та об- 
рази родинами Бел-Рабко, Ро- 


манюків, Бурсових. Спеціально 
для цієї виставки едмонтонський 
художник Валерій Семенко на- 
малював колоритний образ мо- 
лодого Ісуса Христа. Особливу 
увагу привернули дві виняткові 
роботи, котрі були представлені 
п. Любою Куць. Це стародав- 
ні чеканки з металу Триптих та 
подорожній міні алтар.Також на 
виставці були представлені ро- 
боти учнів різних поколінь шкіл 
української двомовної програми 
міста Едмонтон, Хариті Білаш, 
Саши Воротиленко, Юліана Те- 
теренка та Софійки Семенко, 
майстерню іконопису в котрих 
провадила Маріянна Саварин. 

Відвідувачі високо оцінили 
рівень виставки. Декотрі прихо- 
дили два дні поспіль, щоб ще раз 
подивитися та сфотографувати 
виставлені ікони, бо така вистав- 
ка проводилася в місті вперше і 
багато експонатів існують тільки 
в одному екземплярі. Декілька 
прийшли перед самим закриттям 
виставки, бо їхні знайомі були 
дуже вражені побаченним 1 ра- 
дили обов'язково її подивитися. 
У багатьох були сльози на очах, 
коли вони дякували організато- 
рам виставки за надану можли- 
вість краще зрозуміти духовний 
світ людини, познайомитися з 
небаченим. 

Організатори виносять щиру 
подяку всім, хто допоміг в здій- 
сненні цього амбіційного проекту. 

Протягом двох днів відвід- 
увачі також могли насолоджу- 
ватись концертною програмою 
за участю молодих талантів. На 
сцені УНО виступали танцю- 
вальні колективи міста: «Вер- 
ховина», «Чумак», «Трембіта», 
«Полонез»,  «П'яст», звучали 
молоді голоси молодіжного му- 
зичного ансамблю «Рута», що 
при ОУК, художні керівники 
Алла Семенко та Дмитро Рус- 
нак, а Олесь Зміївський полонив 
глядачів своєю чудовою грою на 


акордеоні. Радували всіх і дзвінкі 


голоси дітей українського дитя- 
чого драматичного театру-студії 
«Джерело», котрий вже більше 
20 роков існує при ОУК, художні 
керівники Христина Піх та Алла 
Семенко. Ведучими концерту 
на протязі двух днів були члени 
МУНО та «Рути» Софія Семен- 
ко, Катерина Лужанак, Христина 
Стрілець та Христина Бобиляк. 
Все це стало можливим завдяки 
старанням Марії Воротиленко, 


котра вже не перший рік готує 
святкову концертну програму. 

Важко уявити собі 
передвеликодній період без пи- 
санок. Цього року члени МУНО 
виявили бажання спробувати 
свої вчительські здібності і про- 
вести майстерню писанкарства, 
в якій прийняло участь більш 20 
бажаючих. Дякуємо за ініціативу 
Христині Піх, Софійці Семенко, 
Христинці Стрілець, Саші Воро- 
тиленко та Катрусі Лужанак. 

Під час виставки гості домівки 
могли придбати на свята най- 
смачніші в Едмонтоні та околи- 
ці паски та бабки, котрі напекли 
членки нашої організації під ке- 
рівництвом знаної Марії Гошко 
та голови ОУК Слави Йопик. 


Наша великодня випечка корис- 
тується великою популярністю 


серед громади міста. 

Впродовж усього свята працю- 
вала Марусина кухня, де можна 
було почастуватися смачними 
варениками, ковбасою, борщем 
та солодким, приготованими 
членками ОУК під чутливим ке- 
рівництвом пані Марії Гошко та 
Юрка Йопика. Без допомоги і 
злагодженої роботи членів ОУК 
та УНО не відбулося би смачно- 
го свята. 

Протягом двох днів, що про- 
ходила виставка, 0 збиралися 
пожертви на допомогу родині 
загиблого в АТО добровольця 
Правого Сектора Дмитра Ломея. 
Його дружина Надія Ломей за- 
лишилась з двома маленькими 
синами 3 та 5 років. Заступниця 
голови ОУК Олександра Срібняк 
в той час перебувала в Україні і 
мала нагоду відвідати цю родину 
та передати 51000 від нашої ор- 
ганізації. Пані Надія була дуже 
вражена такою увагою і не могла 
повірити, що в далекій Канаді за 
неї i її горе знають люди і нама- 
гаються допомогти, сприймають 
її біль як свій. 

Ясна річ, свята могло й не бути. 


Голова організаційного комітету 


Тамара Воротиленко подякува- 
ла членам організаційного комі- 
тету- голові ОУК Славі Йопик, 
Славі Поріцькій, Марії Вороти- 
ленко, голові УНО Миколі Во- 
ротиленко, Юрію Йопику та Ва- 
лерію Семенко за їхню моральну 
підтримку та допомогу, а також 
всім всім, хто долучився до під- 
готовки та проведення цього свя- 
та. Низький уклін вам і пошана. 
Тамара Воротиленко 
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CUF spends $1.11M on 
projects during 2014-2015 


UCC - APC holds information forum on donations 


(UkrNews)—The Canada Ukraine Foundation 
(CUF) will spend $1.11 million on projects in Ukraine 
during 2014-2015 reported the organizations president 
at an information meeting organized by the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress — Alberta Provincial Council 
(UCC —APC) in Edmonton, April 22. 

This includes $615,000 spent in 2014 and 
$495,000 allocated for this year, Victor Hetmanczuk 
told attendees at the “How Your Donations Made a 
Difference! A year later on the Ukrainian Crisis and its 
Humanitarian Aid”, forum held at St. John’s Cultural 
Centre. 

During this period 15 significant projects will be 
completed, he noted. Among the projects completed 
in 2014 were: 

« Maidan Support December 2013 to March 2014. 

- Medical Needs Assessment Trip to Ukraine. Six 
healthcare professionals from Canada, and one from 
the US travelled to Kyiv, Lviv, and Donetsk and 
met with key government officials and stakeholders, 
non-governmental organizations (NGOs), medical 
professionals in many different disciplines, religious 
figures, international organizations, and international 
diplomats in April. 

» Round Table for Psychological Healthcare 
Professionals, also in April. A cross-section of the 
many different psychological volunteer organizations 
that arose during the Euromaidan movement, presented 
and discussed proposals for developing rehabilitation 
centres for the injured from Euromaidan, incorporating 
both physical and psychological rehabilitation. 

« Seminar in Cooperation with the International 
Red Cross for Mobile Medical Brigades in June. The 
purpose of this project was to develop rapid response 
teams to prevent the traumatic events consequences 
- in the areas of conflict and emergency situations. 


~—— Importance was placed on mental well being of all of 


those involved in the efforts in Eastern Ukraine. 

* Mobile Medic (Stress) Brigades in July. Medics 
rotated, providing field-based first aid, CPR, and 
psychological first aid to civilians and soldiers on 
the front lines in Eastern Ukraine. Conducted 108 
missions to ATO and provided psychological services 
to 2800 soldiers in Eastern Ukraine through individual 
and group sessions. 

e Sending Euromaidan Victim’s Children and 
Displaced Crimean Tartar Children to Camp in 
Western Ukraine from July 18 to August 4, 2014. 
CUF funded 50 children who have faced additional 
struggles to join a camp in the Carpathian Mountains of 
350 children run by the New Generation International 
Charitable Fund (NGICF) and Help Us Help the 
Children (HUHTC). 

* Operation Rainbow Surgical Medical Mission іп 
November. Canadian medical professionals worked 
alongside Ukrainian medical professionals sharing 
Strategies and expertise. The mission assessed 60 
patients, and performed 37 surgeries and 30 patients 
with post-traumatic deformities resulting from conflicts 
on the Euromaidan and Eastern Ukraine (craniofacial 
defects and deformities, burn scar contractures, scars, 
upper extremity defects and deformities). 

* Sending ATO Soldier Victim’s Children and 
Widows for Rehabilitation in Western Ukraine. 
CUF funded 120 people 4 groups for 10 days each 
from September to November. Woman and children 
travelled to the Carpathian Mountains and took part 
in a series of activities prepared for them. Participants 
spoke with psychologists (those previously trained by 
CUF) in both private and group sessions. 

Ongoing Legacy Projects in Ukraine include: 
the Berehomet Hospital, Project LOVE - Ілибоу 
(Orphanages), Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church 
Sobor in Kyiv, Kyiv Mohyla Academy — Scholarships, 
Lviv University — Scholarships, Used Computers 
to Schools, Improved First Aid Kits to soldiers and 
Medical supplies to Hospitals. 

This year’s current projects include: 

* Operation Rainbow Surgical Medical Mission 
— PART II. In May Canadian medical professionals 
will work alongside Ukrainian medical professionals 
sharing strategies and expertise. Together the medical 
professionals will perform reconstructive surgeries 


to treat post-traumatic deformities resulting from 
conflicts on the Euromaidan and Eastern Ukraine 
(craniofacial defects and deformities, burn scar 
contractures, scars, upper extremity defects and 
deformities). Patients from the previous mission will 
be followed-up with and re-examined. Surgeons from 
Canada will participate in a conference put on by their 
Ukzainian colleagues at the end of the mission. 

- Sending ATO Soldier Victim’s Children and 
Widows for Rehabilitation in Western Ukraine 
(request from the Ukrainian Military Ministries). CUF 
funded 120 people 4 groups for 10 days each. Woman 
and-children travelled to the Carpathian Mountains 
and took part in a series of activities prepared for 
them. Participants spoke with psychologists (those 
previously trained by CUF) in both private and group 
sessions. 

« Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs). Through 
a private donor, CUF sponsored 120 professors and 
their families to relocate from Donetsk to Vinnystia to 
continue their research. CUF has committed to a three 
month sponsorship to start. 

« Ukraine Prosthetics assistance Project. This project 
will train Ukrainian prosthetists and rehabilitation 
specialists in advanced prosthetics and rehabilitation 
techniques. 

A number of Alberta-funded projects are intended 
to: 

e Provide psychological support to soldiers on 
the battlefront at the time of rotation; Psychological 
support to wounded soldiers in hospitals; and 
Psychological support to soldiers in mental health 
institutions. 

e Assist families of soldiers killed and wounded 
during ATO and families of Heavenly Hundred. 

- Provide ATO soldiers, their families and internally 
displaced persons with online self-assessment tools 
(also accessible through cell phones), learning 
materials and support services to prevent and treat 
PTSD and other mental health trauma.; 

e Enhance capacity of Ukrainian nurses and other 
health care workers to provide qualified professional 
assistance to the population groups experiencing 
PTSD and other psychological trauma. 

Ukrainian Canadian Congress — Edmonton Branch 
President Serhiy Kostyuk reported that in September 
2014, the UCC Edmonton Standing Committee on 
Humanitarian Assistance to Ukraine Committee was 
established and launched its “Zihriy Ukrayinskoho 
Zakhysnyka” campaign to gather and ship warm 
clothing to ATO zone in Eastern Ukraine. 

Among the items shipped were: sleeping bags, 
thermal underwear sets, fleece balaclavas, winter 
gloves, scarves, sweatpants, jackets and socks. 

Four tons of items were donated by Edmonton 
community, as well as people from Vegreville, 
Calgary, and Kelowna. 

The donated items were packed by volunteers and 
shipped overseas by “Meest Edmonton” and “Orbit 
Ukrainian Store”. All costs for project shipment were 
fundraised and paid out to Orbit and Meest by UCC 
Edmonton. 

Currently UCC Edmonton accepts only monetary 
donations to support Ukraine as the shipment of 
clothing phase is over. 

UCC — APR President Olesia Luciw-Andryjowycz 
reported on Calgary’s aid which included medical 
aid for the Kyiv Military Hospital, the Lviv 
Military Hospital, Dnipropetrovsk volunteers and 
psychological training. 

They also provided a Jeep Landrover for the Zoloti 
Vorota battalion, vehicles for Army SOS, uniforms for 
border guards, sleeping bags, children’s clothes and 
warm clothing for soldiers. 

Reporting on the Art for Aid Project, Oleksij 
Karpenko said that since September 2014, it has 
raised over $33,000 and shipped over 2,000 kg of 
humanitarian aid to Ukraine, which includes: 179 
pairs of brand new boots for soldiers, 350 pairs of 
high quality thermal wear, over 500 pairs of socks, 
gloves, scarves, hats & balaclavas, weaters & hoodies, 
blankets & sleeping bags; and 600 kg new and used 
clothes to misplaced families. 
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Assets of Yanukovych 
allies elude Ukraine’s grasp 


By Katya Gorchinskaya 

(RFE/RL)—For a year after the demise of his boss, former Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yanukovych’s deputy chief of staff was barred from the 
European Union, part of the punishment for the ousted leader and senior 
allies suspected of stealing public funds before he was brought down by 
street protests. 

Now, Andriy Portnov is not only sanctions-free, he is suing the Euro- 
pean Commission for punishing him in the first place — and warming 
that Ukraine’s current, pro-Western leaders are the ones who should be 
worried about prosecution. 

The turnabout is a glaring example of one of the many challenges that 
Ukraine’s leaders are facing, and finding it hard to surmount, after com- 
ing to power in the wake of the Euromaidan protests that sent Yanuko- 
vych packing for Russia in February 2014. 

Portnoy’s story is a case study in Ukraine’s uphill struggle to prosecute 
key figures from the old regime and reclaim their assets, including billions 
of dollars the new government says has been squirreled away abroad. 

The head of the department for special investigations at the Ukrainian 
Prosecutor-General’s Office, Serhiy Horbatyuk, said that his agency un- 
covered the “appropriation of funds” by Portnoy worth 140,000 hryvnia 
(about $7,000). 

That is just a tiny fraction of a tantalizing bounty. The prosecutor’s 
office says it has identified some 300 billion hryynia ($15 billion) worth 
of assets misappropriated by 14 former senior officials — less than $30 
million of it in Ukraine, with the rest scattered around nations including 
Austria, Switzerland, Cyprus, Latvia, the United Kingdom, Liechten- 
stein, and Italy. 

Of that total, the prosecutor’s office says Ukrainian authorities have man- 
aged to freeze 5.5 billion hryvnia (about $275 million). Prime Minister Ar- 
seniy Yatsenyuk said on May 12 that $1.4 billion in Yanukovych assets has 
been frozen, and there was no immediate explanation for the discrepancy. 

Whatever the figure, though, freezing the assets does little good unless 
the authorities can prove they were acquired through corrupt means, re- 
claim them, and return them to state coffers drained by political turmoil 
and the deadly conflict with Russian-backed rebels in eastern Ukraine. 

The amount confiscated so far is a minuscule 5,014 hryvnia — less 
than $250. “The arrest [of assets] looks beautiful for the media, for sup- 
port, and as a public relations stunt, but has no correlation with the real 
result,” said Vitaliy Shabunin, head of the Anticorruption Action Center, 
a nongovernmental organization that specializes in anticorruption inves- 
tigations and asset tracing. 

Shabunin charged that incompetence and lack of coordination between 
the agencies responsible are hampering government efforts to turn suspi- 
cions into successful prosecutions. 

Under Ukrainian law, assets can only be confiscated if an official has 
been convicted of an economic crime. 

“As of today, not a single court has ruled to confiscate property [abroad] 
or to send a request abroad to return it,” said Deputy Prosecutor-General 
Vitaliy Kasko. 

Such decisions may not come for a long time, if ever. Prosecutors have 
only initiated cases against a few of the 18 former officials who remain 
under EU sanctions. 

Shabunin believes that their failure to act has allowed many former 
officials of the Yanukovych era to transfer their assets to third parties, 
potentially putting them out of reach for good. 

Some of the assets are hiding in plain sight. A case in point is Mezhy- 
hirya — the lavishly outfitted Yanukovych residence outside Kyiv that 
was swarmed by stunned Ukrainians after he fled, becoming a symbol 
of both his own over-the-top tastes and the corruption that critics say 
marked his rule. 

Serhiy Klyuyev, a parliament member who formerly represented 
Yanukovych’s Party of Regions, was the proxy owner of the estate and 
was sanctioned by the European Union in March 2014, freezing any 
assets he held in EU countries. 

But while the land Mezhyhirya stands on has been returned to state owner- 
ship, the buildings themselves — like Yanukovych’s other luxury homes in 
Ukraine — have not. Meanwhile, Klyuyev has sold his shares in the proxy 
company, Tantalit, to the company’s lawyer and the firm itself. 

Moreover, the European Union may lift its sanctions against Klyuyeyv 
next month, although the latest move by Ukrainian prosecutors could 
make that less likely: Prosecutor-General Viktor Shokin requested that 
parliament lift his immunity from prosecution, accusing him of fraud, 
misappropriation of property, and abuse of power, and saying he should 
be imprisoned for 10 years. Klyuyev denies any wrongdoing. 

In March, when the EU lifted its sanctions against Portnoy and three 
other people, it extended the measures against another four — including 
Klyuyev — until June. 

It left the sanctions against Yanukovych, former Prime Minister Myko- 
la Azarovy, and 12 others in place until December. 

Portnoy has dismissed the accusations against him as laughable and 
claims the post-Yanukovych authorities falsified documents in order to 
get him on the sanctions list. 

The first hearing in his lawsuit over the sanctions is scheduled for May 
21 at the EU court in Luxembourg. 

“Very soon, I am not only going to prove that the actions of the Ukrain- 
ian authorities were illegal but also a breach of European standards by 
those in the European Union who used the information provided by the 
Ukrainian authorities,” Portnoy told RFE/RL in April. 

Portnov suggested he will not stop at a lawsuit, making clear he wants to 
tum the tables on the leaders who came to power after Yanukovych’s ouster. 

“T think that the Ukrainian authorities, starting with government mem- 
bers and finishing with the president, need to watch their own Intermet 
banking closely,” Portnoy said. “What offshore accounts are they using? 
How are they signing agreements in offshore jurisdictions? 

“When the time comes, we will find the assets the current government is 
hiding abroad, and it will be the subject of a criminal prosecution,” he said. 


Марія Дитиняк - член УМТА 

В неділю, 3-го травня 2015 р. 
в концертовій залі Муттарт Гол, 
Альберта Коледж, відбувся 1i- 
ий концерт української музики, 
зорганізований Українським Му- 
зичним Товариством Альберти. 
Серед багатьох музичних про- 
єктів музичної діяльності това- 
риства, ця імпреза заслуговує на 
велику увагу товариства, бо про- 
думана щоби наші діти і молодь, 
які вивчають музику, мали наго- 
ду запізнатися з творами укра- 
їнських композиторів, красою 
української музики і включити 
цю музику у свій репертуар. 
Тому, підчас концерту лунає ви- 
ключно українська музика, або 
музика чужих композиторів яка 
включає українську тематику. 

Імпрезу відкрила довголітна 
голова товариства Люба Бойко- 
Белл, коротко пояснила діяль- 
ність товариства, вона була теж 
ведучою програми. 

В залі пролунала музика різ- 
них жанрів і стилів, обробки на- 
родних пісень, оригінальні твори 
композиторів, творчість слідую- 
чих композиторів - О. Андреєва, 
М. Кравців-Барабаш, В. Барвін- 
ський, I. Беркович, O. Білаш, М. 
Бобер, Р. Боппре, Г. Верьовка, Б. 
Весоловський, А. Гнатишин, М. 
Жербин, Д. Кабалевський, А. Ко- 
ломиєць, В. Косенко, Д. Крижа- 
нівський, М. Лисенко, М. Леон- 
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Концерт української музики юних талантів 
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Виконавці концерту ionux талантів української музики 


тович, I]. Майборода, С. Майка- 
пар, О. Омельський, М. Сильван- 
ський, М. Скорр, М. Яворський, 
О. Яківчук, С. Яременко. 
Програму концерту відкрив 
ансамбль гітаристів "На крилах 
струн", (13 учнів) школи св. Ma- 
тея, учителька-диригент Ната- 
ля Онищук. Як звичайно, серед 
виконавців найбільше було мо- 
лодих піяністів, віком від почат- 
куючих до 10 літ навчання, а це 
— Юлія Білий, Емма Британ, Лія 
Войцік, Максим Єліяшевський, 
Ярема Еліяшевський, Роман 
Гладишевський, Анна Жовтуля, 
Дмитро Жовтуля, Гануся Куць, 
Іван Куць, Анна Лепкі, Лукіян 


Подільський, Стефан  Поділь- 
ський, Вікторія Попович, Любо- 
мир Сорока. Фортепіянні сольові 
виступи були переплетені грою 
на інших інструментах: Оріана 
Кампбел - бароккова сопілка, 
Дмитро Куць - акордеон, Дарія 
Подільська - скрипка, Маркус 
Савяк i Hoa Степпан - дует бан- 
дур, Наталя Гансен і Христина 
Ковальчук - дует бандур, Си- 
мон Поясок - сольо на бандурі 
виконував харківським стилем, 
ансамбль "Бандуристи молодці" 
(4 члени), школи св. Тереси, ди- 
ригент д-р А. Горняткевич. 

Всі виконавці були добре під- 
готовлені, у вищих клясах цікаво 


було слухати добру інтерпрета- 
цію і глибоке розуміння пооди- 
ноких творів. 

Варто згадати учителів, ін- 
структорів, які зуміли заохотити 
своїх учнів до вивчення цікавої і 
гарної української музики, а це — 
Марія Дитиняк, д-р Андрій Гор- 
няткевич, Вікторія Калашніков, 
Маргарет Міллер, Давид Мітчел, 
Бонні Моунсеф, Наталя Онищук, 
Алла Рехсон, Катлін Шогн, Гри- 
на Тарнавська, Ан Кампбел. Дві 
останні були теж акомпаньято- 
рами до поодиноких інструмен- 
тальних виступів. 

Гарно оформлена 0 програмка 
концерту (Ірина Тарнавська), по- 


міщувала цікаві інформації про 
кожного композитора, якого твори 
виконували, ці інформації зібрали 
i упорядкували Галина Котович і 
Люба Бойко-Белл. До успіху кон- 
церту причинилася т.з. закулісна 
бригада членів товариства — Ірина 
Шмігельська, Ірина Тарнавська, 
Ксеня Федина, Майкл Белл, які 
справно виконували свої функції, у 
висліді чого концерт пройшов гла- 
денько без непотрібних перерв. Го- 
лова товариства Люба Бойко-Белл 
роздала кожному виконавцеві від- 
повідні грамоти, подякувала їм'за 
гарну гру, всім присутнім за увагу 
і підтримку праці товариства, і за- 
просила всіх на майбутні проєкти. 


Остання імперія: кінцеві дні Радянського Союзу 


Дагмара Турчин-Дувірак, 
пресовий референт НТШ 

13 квітня зала Галерії КУМФ, що на 
вул.Еванс в Торонто, була вщерть напо- 
внена: бажаючих послухати професо- 
ра Гарвардського університету Сергія 
Плохія виявилося надзвичайно багато. 
Справді, слухачів привабила і постать 
доповідача - одного з найцікавіших та 
найавторитетніших істориків | нашого 
часу, і тема його доповіді про останні дні 
Радянського Союзу: обіцяла розкрити 
таємні механізми, що спричинилися до 
падіння Радянської імперії в грудні 1991 
року. Доповідь була організована Науко- 
вим Товариством ім.Шевченка в Канаді, а 
представила шановного гостя заступник 
голови НТШ професор Марта Дичок. 

Сергій Плохій закінчив 
Дніпропетровський університет. 
Магістерську працю захистив у Мо- 
сковському університеті ім.П.Лумумби, 
а докторську працю -у Київському 
університеті ім.Т.Шевченка. Як профе- 
сор історії викладав в Альбертському 
університеті, також керував Канадсь- 
ким Інститутом Українських Студій та 
брав участь в реалізації англомовного 
видання багатотомної Історії України- 
Руси Михайла Грушевського. Останніми 
роками він є професором кафедри 
історії ім.Михайла Грушевського у Гар- 
вардському університеті, та директором 
Українського Наукового Інституту Гар- 
вардського Університету. Проф. Плохій 
є автором восьми книг, що відображають 
широке коло його наукових зацікавлень 
- від козацької доби та походження 
слов'янських націй до історичних поста- 
тей та подій ХХ століття. Минулого року 
вийшла у світ його остання книга The 
Last Empire: The Final Days of the Soviet 
Union, яка одразу здобула широке визнан- 
ня як серед фахівців так і в ширших колах 
зацікавлених читачів. Цього року, кни- 
га The Last Empire була відзначена пре- 
стижною нагородою — Lionel Gelber Prize. 
Власне, головні концепції цієї книги i ста- 
ли предметом доповіді проф.Плохія. 

Доповідач почав з того, що тема книги 
безпосередньо пов'язана з його особи- 
стим досвідом: 20 серпня він летів з Мо- 


скви до Канади, Саме напередодні стався 
державний переворот у Кремлі: прихиль- 
ники твердої партійної лінії проголоси- 
ли президента Михаїла Горбачова хво- 
рим 1 неспроможним керувати країною 
(насправді він перебував під вартою на 
дачі в Криму) і перебрали владу. Сергій 
Плохій в той день не знав, чи вдасться 
йому вилетіти, а якщо вдасться, то чи 
зможе повернутися 1 побачити знову ро- 
дину. Коли ж повернувся додому 20 груд- 
ня, Україна вже була незалежною, а Союз 
перестав існувати. Що сталося за тих 
кілька коротких місяців, що спричинило 
до таких величезних геополітичних змін? 
25 грудня того року президент США 
Джордж Г.В.Буш у живому зверненні до 
співвітчизників приписав заслугу розва- 
лу комуністичної системи та СРСР Спо- 
лученим Штатам Америки та їх перемозі 
у холодній війні, що тривала понад со- 
рок років. Фактично, ця думка панує у 
світі і сьогодні - її підтримує i Владімір 
Путін, звинувачуючи у розпаді його улю- 
бленого Союзу ненависних американців 
та підступні інтриги ЦРУ. Насправді, 
заперечує проф.Плохій, таке тлумачен- 
ня подій є неправдиве, бо виключає ряд 


суттєвих факторів та ключових гравців, 
що відіграли надзвичайно важливу роль 
у тому, що сталося. Власне, відтворити 
правдиву картину подій 1991 року на 
основі документів, що лише нещодавно 
стали доступними досліднику, а також 
особисто проведених інтерв'ю з учасни- 
ками подій, і було метою даної книги. 
Серпневий переворот 1991 року про- 
валився після трьох днів - вже 22 серп- 
ня Михаїл Горбачов повернувся з Криму 
до Москви, Однак, це була перемога не 
Горбачова, а нового лідера, президен- 
та Росії Бориса Єльцина, якому вдалося 
мобілізувати громадянське суспільство 
і повстати проти путчистів. Після по- 
вернення Горбачова Єльцин фактично 
здійснює ще один путч, перебираючи вла- 
ду у ключових галузях та міністерствах i 
підпорядковуючи їх російському, а не 
союзному уряду. Таким чином, Росія в 
планах Єльцина ставала повноправною 
спадкоємицею СРСР, а, отже, мала б пере- 
брати роль політичного центру і для со- 
юзних республік. Однак, цього зробити 
не вдалося. Чому? Ще раніше, більшість 
союзних республік проголосили власний 
суверенітет, а події 19-21 серпня зму- 


ФОТО- БОГДАН КОЛОС 
(Зліва направо) Ведуча вечора проф. Марта Дичок, проф. Сергій Плохій, голова НТШ 
в Канаді д-р Дарія Даревич. 


сили їхніх лідерів до остаточного кро- 
ку - проголошення цілковитої незалеж- 


ности. Першими стали три балтійські | 


республіки, відокремлення яких Єльцин 
сприйняв досить спокійно, адже без них 
новий союз, чи конфедерація республік 
все ще могли існувати. Однак, 24 серп- 
ня за повну незалежність проголосувала 
i Верховна Рада України. Для Горбачова 
розлука з Україною видавалася цілком 
немислимою, просто катастрофічною. 
Для Єльцина будь-яка форма союзу 
без України втрачала сенс: при виході 
України, другої після Росії за населен- 
ням слов'янської республіки, Росія зали- 
шилася б в оточенні середньоазіатських 
ісламських народів. На це Єльцин нізащо 
б не погодився. Остаточна розв'язка на- 
ступила після референдуму в Україні 
1 грудня, коли 92 відсотки населення 
України проголосували за підтверження 
рішення Верховної Ради та обрали пре- 
зидентом незалежноїукраїнської держави 
Леоніда Кравчука. 18 грудня в Білорусі, 
при таємній зустрічі лідерів трьох 
слов'янських республік сталося немину- 
че: Єльцин, Кравчук i Шушкевич (голо- 
ва білоруського парламенту) підписали 
документ про ліквідацію СРСР. 25 груд- 
ня Михаїл Горбачов, перший і останній 
радянський президент, у живому ефірі 
склав повноваження і відійшов з посади. 
Щождо ролі у всьому цьому 
адміністрації Білого Дому, то насправді 
Джордж Буш майже до кінця підтримував 
Горбачова у його намаганнях зберегти 
СРСР, і, як свідчить його промова у Києві 
у Верховній Раді 1 серпня 1991 року, 
навіть застерігав українців від виходу 
з Союзу. Лише під впливом наступних 
стрімких і драматичних подій та під силь- 
ним тиском української діаспори Амери- 
ки, президент Буш змінив свою позицію 1 
визнав незалежну українську державу. 
Доповідь проф.Плохія була сприйнята 
з величезним інтересом і викликала зли- 
ву запитань. Багато з них стосувалися 
зв'язку подій 1991 та 2014 років. Справді, 
ствердив | проф.Плохій, зв'язок | не 
викликає сумнівів: тоді від України зале- 
жало існування Союзу. Тепер від України 
залежить домінування Росії в Європі. 
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Sanctuary: The Spiritual Heritage 
Documentation Project” 


(CIUS)—On April 16, professors John- 
Paul Himka and Natalie Kononenko gave 
a presentation in the CIUS lecture series on 
the Sanctuary Project, whose main focus has 
been documenting sacral culture on the Can- 
adian prairies for the past six years. Work on 
this project comes at a crucial time because 
the iconic onion-domed churches that have 
been an integral part of the prairie landscape 
are rapidly disappearing as their congregants 
move from farms to cities. The churches are 
an important part of Canadian history. They 
hold tremendous emotional significance for 
the people who attend them and the many 
who now live far away but consider the 
rural churches emblematic of their Ukrain- 
ian Canadian identity. Yet as important as 


__ the churches may be, they simply cannot be 
~ maintained. For this reason the Sanctuary 


team has been travelling around the prov- 
inces of Alberta and Saskatchewan and cre- 
ating a record of prairie churches in digital 
form. They photograph not only church ex- 
teriors, but also all church contents: icons, 
prayer books, banners, vestment, tetrapods. 
The team conducts interviews with parish- 
іопег5, recording information about ritual 
practice such as the celebration of weddings 
and baptisms and important holidays such as 
Christmas, Easter, and Khram or Praznyk. 
The work of the team has been funded by 
a number of small grants, as well as many 
private donations. This past year Sanctuary 
was recognized with the awarding of a major 
grant from the Kule Institute for Advanced 
Study. This award will go toward fieldwork 
expenses and the establishment of a database 
in the University of Alberta Library which 
will allow the public access to the work of 
the Sanctuary team. ; 
Himka and Kononenko offered the pub- 
lic a glimpse into some of the findings that 
have emerged from their years of fieldwork. 
Himka spoke about icons, richly illustrating 
his talk with eighty-five slides. He under- 
scored the diversity of icon painters. Some, 
like Wadym Dobrolige and Theodore Baran, 
had excellent training, the former at the Kyiv 
State Art Institute and the Academy of Arts 
in Leningrad and the latter at the Studite 
monastery in Uniy. Others were self-taught, 
with some being complete amateurs who re- 
sponded to a personal call to paint icons for 
their parish. Some iconographers, most nota- 
bly Baran and Peter Lipinski, were very pro- 
lific while others, according to Himka, were 
“one-hit wonders” who painted icons for a 
single church only. Dobrolige could make a 
living from icon painting, but he was in the 
minority and most artists needed to take on 
other projects to survive. A number of icon- 
ographers were parish priests. 
Iconographers, especially in the early per- 
iod, were exclusively men. Women joined 
their ranks with time, and current painter 
Vera Senchuk of Winnipeg is widely recog- 
nized and sought-after. Most of the earlier 
painters, like Lipinski, were Ukrainians who 
came over in the first or second wave of im- 


migration to Canada, but Canadian-born 
Ukrainians tried their hands at iconography 
as well. After World War II, professional art- 
ists came from Ukraine and worked in Can- 
ada. These included Baran, Dobrolige, Vasyl 
Zalutsky, among others. More recently, new 
Ukrainian immigrants such as Olena Zin- 
chouk and Protodeacon Nazar Polataiko have 
been painting icons and churches. Interest- 
ingly, there are a number of beautiful icons 
and murals painted by artists with no direct 
connection to Ukraine or Ukrainian culture, 
such as Karen Isbister and Steve Knight. A 
real character among iconographers was Igna- 
tius Syez, who painted the interior of the first 
Ukrainian Catholic Church of Ss. Peter and 
Paul in Mundare, AB, but mainly worked in 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba. He was known 
for his alcoholism and sometimes asked to 
be paid in liquor. If payment was delayed, he 
was said to have painted horns on some of the 
saints. A man in Swan Plain, SK, told Himka 
that Sycz requested a gallon of wine a day as 
payment, claiming that he needed the alcohol 
to fortify his courage on the scaffolding. But 
clearly there was another side to the man, for 
he was known to move skillfully on the high 
scaffolds. Sycz may not have been a trained 
artist and he never seemed to grasp the prin- 
ciples of anatomy, but his works are striking 
for their original conceptions, strong colors, 
and emotional impact. 

Kononenko reported on some of her find- 
ings concerning ritual practice. Her work has 
shown that, because Ukrainians who moved 
to Canada had to sever connections to their 
homeland, “linking objects,” items that served 
as a concrete focus for longing, became par- 
ticularly important. Those objects could be 
rural churches; but they could also be items of 
clothing that linked generations, establishing a 
sense of continuity in the new Canadian set- 
ting. One aspect of ritual development that the 
Sanctuary work has brought to light, Konon- 
enko said, was the fact that differences in ritual 
between Canada and Ukraine were not sim- 
ply the product of gradual attrition. Tradition 
is often viewed as something that is slowly 
modified or lost. In Canada, however, because 
immigrant families were primarily nuclear 
and grandparents were left behind, there was 
an actual break in tradition in many cases. No 
elders were available to teach pysanka-writing 
or embroidery or the baking of ritual breads, 
for example and neighbors who might have 
shared such information lived too far away. 
As a result, the church often took on the role 
of tradition-bearer, with nuns instructing rural 
children in Ukrainian folk arts and also teach- 
ing skills needed for integration into Canada 
such as baseball. 

The presentations of the two Sanctuary 
team members was followed by a lively 
question and discussion period. Himka and 
Kononenko look forward to presenting more 
of their findings and to sharing the podium 
with their colleague, Frances Swyripa. They 
also look forward to an exhibit of some of 
the many photographs taken by their team. 


By Robert Coalson 

(RFE/RL)—More and more evidence is 
emerging that seems to document a large 
Russian military convoy that traveled to 
eastern Ukraine in June 2014 and brought 
Buk antiaircraft systems to Russia-backed 
separatists fighting against Kyiv. 

On May 13, a group of pro-Ukrainian 
citizen activists published a report purport- 
edly identifying a Russian soldier who was 
a driver in that convoy and showing photo- 
graphs of Buk systems apparently being es- 
corted across Russia to Ukraine. 

A few weeks later — on July 17, 2014 — 
Malaysia Airlines Flight MH17 was shot 
down over Ukraine’s Donetsk region. All 
298 people on board were killed. 

Although the investigation into the MH17 
downing is ongoing, many believe the air- 
craft was shot down by the separatists using 
a Russian-provided Buk system. 

The separatists and Russia have blamed 
Kyiv for the downing of MH17, and Mos- 
cow denies providing Buks — or any other 
weapons — to the separatists. 

However, the activist group InformNa- 
palm has found photographs on the VKon- 
takte page ofa Russian soldier named Dmitry 
Zubovy that seem to detail the convoy’s June 
2014 journey. 

According to Zubov’s posts on VKontakte 
— his account on the Russian social-media 
site has subsequently been closed down, 
but InformNapalm saved cached copies — 
he was serving with the 147th Automotive 
Logistic Support Battalion, Unit 83466, 
based just outside of Moscow. At the time, 
he was serving his last few days before being 
demobilized. 

One of the photographs (above) shows 
a Buk system with the identifying number 
232. The same Buk bearing the same num- 
ber was photographed in the Russian town 
of Stary Oskol, not far from the Ukrainian 
border. In an Instagram post from June 2014, 
a user identified as “rokersson” said the Buk 
was part of a convoy of 80 to 100 vehicles 
moving toward Ukraine. 

Other photos show the convoy as it crosses 
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Russia and the soldiers who were traveling 
with it. An additional photo shows Zuboy on 
a train returning to his unit in Russia, where 
he was demobilized a few days later. 

Eliot Higgins is the founder of the citizen’s 
journalism website Bellingcat, which occa- 
sionally cooperates with investigators from 
InformNapalm. He said the information 
released by InformNapalm jibes well with 
Bellingcat’s own probes into the convoy that 
allegedly brought the Buk systems to eastern 
Ukraine, including the one he believes was 
used to shoot down MH17. 

“We’ve been looking at this same convoy 
and there’s quite a lot of interesting infor- 
mation,” Higgins told RFE/RL. “InformNa- 
palm has found one piece, one profile. We’ve 
found much, much more additional materi- 
al. We’ve got the names of the people who 
were in the convoy. We’ve got a good idea 
of which vehicles they were driving. In fact, 
the guy who they feature in the article was 
actually almost certainly driving just one 
vehicle in front of the actual missile launcher 
that [we believe] shot down MH17.” 

“There was a big, massive movement of 
equipment between June 23 and June 25, 
including the missile launcher that [we be- 
lieve] shot down MH17, and a few weeks 
later we see it in Ukraine on July 17,” Hig- 
gins said. 

Bellingcat has been sharing its findings 
with investigators in the Netherlands who 
are looking into the downing of MH17 and 
plans to issue its own report on the convoy 
on May 28. 

The InformNapalm information comes 
one day after the release of a report based 
on research by slain Russian opposition pol- 
ійсіап Boris Nemtsoy documenting Rus- 
sia’s alleged involvement in the conflict in 
Ukraine. The Nemtsov report also makes 
extensive use of social media to document 
its claims that Russian soldiers and Russian- 
paid mercenaries have been fighting with the 
separatists. 

Chapter Eight of that report argues that 
MH17 was shot down by separatists using a 
Buk antiaircraft system. 


McCain turns down Ukraine post 


(RFE/RL)—U.S. Senator John McCain 
has said, ‘Thanks, but no thanks,’ to a job 
offer from Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko. 

The Ukrainian leader had asked McCain, 
among other leading officials, to join an ad- 
visory council to help Ukraine craft reforms 
and secure global support. 

But in a statement on his website, McCain 
said constitutional constraints prohibited 
from accepting the offer. 

In declining the offer, McCain said he 


will “continue to do everything” he can to 
stop what he called Russian President Vladi- 
mir Putin’s “unabated aggression” against 
Ukraine. 

McCain has been one of the most vocal 
backers for sending U.S. arms to Ukraine. 

The Advisory International Council of Re- 
forms is to be headed by Mikheil Saakash- 
vili, the former president of Georgia, and 
will also include Elmar Brok, a member of 
the European Parliament, and economist An- 
ders Aslund. 


Russia to boost military presence in Crimea 


(RFE/RL)—Russia’s envoy to NATO 
says his country will boost its military pres- 
ence in Crimea given the alliance’s plans to 
expand in Eastern Europe. 

Russian news agency quoted Aleksandr 
Grushko as saying on May 15 that Moscow 
sees NATO’s growing military presence in 


Poland and the Baltic states as “unaccept- 
able.” 

Grushko also called on the United States 
to remove its nuclear weapons stationed 
in Europe, saying such a move would be a 
“serious contribution to strategic stability 
and security in Europe.” 
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Nemtsov Report outlines Russia’s involvement in Ukraine war 


(RFE/RL)}—More than 200 Russian mil- 
itary personnel have been killed in fighting 
in eastern Ukraine, according to a report 
based on research begun by slain opposition 
leader Boris Nemtsov. 

The estimated death toll is one of the main 
findings of the much-anticipated report on 
Russia’s involvement in the Ukraine conflict, 
which was completed by allies of Nemtsov 
after his killing in February and released on 
May 12. 

The report, titled Putin. War, asserts that 
at least 150 Russian military personnel were 
killed during a Ukrainian offensive in Au- 
gust 2014. A further 70 — including 17 para- 
troopers from the city of lvanovo — were 
reportedly killed during fighting near the bit- 
terly contested town of Debaltseve in Janu- 
ary and February. 

Families of those killed in 2014 were 
given 2 million rubles ($39,000) by the gov- 
ernment in exchange for signing a promise 
not to discuss the matter publicly, the report 
claims. 


It says the families of soldiers killed this 
year were offered similar compensation but 
have not received it. 

Also, according to the 64-page report, 
Russian service personnel are being com- 
pelled to officially resign from the military 
before being deployed to Ukraine in an ef- 
fort by the Russian government to mask its 
involvement in the conflict. 

President Vladimir Putin and the Russian 
military have consistently denied that Rus- 
sian forces are involved in the fighting in 
Ukraine, saying that any Russians participat- 
ing are there of their own accord. 

“The most important thing is to tell the 
truth,” activist Ilya Yashin said at the report’s 
presentation at the Moscow headquarters of 
the opposition political party RPR-PAR- 
NAS. 

“The purpose of this report is to tell people 
the truth. The leadership of our country bears 
responsibility for a crime. It bears respon- 
sibility for an enterprise that has victimized 
Ukrainian citizens and our fellow Russian 


Key allegations of Nemtsov Report 


(RFE/RL)—Allies of slain opposition 
leader Boris Nemtsov have published an in- 
vestigative report that Nemtsov was working 
on when he was shot dead in February. 

Nemtsov had hoped to expose what he de- 
scribed as President Vladimir Putin’s “war” 
in Ukraine, but in the end his opposition col- 
leagues and friends would complete the re- 
port. These are nine of its central allegations: 


Planned Operation 

The report alleges that Russia’s annexa- 
tion of Crimea and interference in eastern 
Ukraine were planned in detail in advance. 
It says that Putin was looking for a way to 
reassert his authority in his third presidential 
term after large opposition protests in 2011- 
12. It points to opinion polls cited in the re- 
port that indicate Putin’s popularity rating 
was at 45 percent in February 2014 and in 
recent months has been consistently over 70 
percent. 


Active Involvement 

Citing the testimony of several paratroop- 
ers from the Russian cities of Kostroma and 
Ivanovo who were captured by Kyiv’s forces 
in eastern Ukraine and questioned by the 
Ukrainian Security Service (SBU), the report 
says that Russian troops have been active in 
eastern Ukraine. The report also cites the 
testimony of soldiers from a tank unit who 
were captured in August 2014 near Поуаузк, 
the site of major battles in the conflict. 


Death Toll 

The report says that at least 220 Russian 
soldiers have been killed fighting in eastern 
Ukraine. It says that at least 150 were killed 
near Ilovaysk in August 2014, in an offen- 
sive by Ukrainian forces, and that at least 
70 — including 17 paratroopers from Ivan- 
ovo — were killed in January and February, 
when fighting intensified after a lull late last 
year. It says relatives of soldiers in the latter 
group approached Nemtsoy for help because 
they could not get compensation from the 
government. 


Russian Hardware 

The report says that various types of 
Russian military hardware have been used 
by separatists who hold parts of Ukraine’s 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions even though 
they are Russian-made and not available 
for export — and therefore not available 
to Ukraine. It says this debunks the claim 
that separatists are using Ukrainian military 
equipment. As an example, the report points 
to a Pantsir-S1 surface-to-air missile system 
photographed in Luhansk in February. 


MHI17 

The report alleges that Malaysia Airlines 
flight MH17 was shot down by the separa- 
tists with a Buk missile system. Here and 
elsewhere, the authors say they have primar- 
ily “systematized” openly available informa- 
tion. Among other things, the report points to 
social-media statements picked up by Rus- 


sian state news outlets in which rebels in- 
itially confirmed they had shot down a plane 
— until the statements were deleted. It also 
cites investigations by Western media and a 
group of investigators from Australia, Bel- 
gium, Malaysia, Netherlands, and Ukraine, 
which said MH17 — whose downing killed 
all 298 people on board — was most likely 
shot down by a Buk. 


Volunteers Or Mercenaries 

The report says that the legions of men 
dubbed “volunteers” by Moscow have in 
fact been hired “mercenaries.” Speaking at 
the presentation, activist Ilya Yashin said 
that regional military enlistment offices and 
veteran organizations with official back- 
ing trained, armed, and paid mercenaries 
to fight in Ukraine and beef up the ranks of 
the separatists. Yashin said monthly wages 
have averaged 60,000 rubles ($1,180), while 
some received up to 90,000 rubles. 


Chechen Fighters 

The report claims that fighters from Rus- 
sia’s Chechnya region, which is led by Krem- 
lin-backed strongman Ramzan Кадугоу, have 
played a prominent role. It says they first ap- 
peared in May 2014, and that they filled the 
ranks of the rebel Vostok Battalion and took 
part in the long, deadly battles over the Don- 
etsk airport. They were also the first to suffer 
serious losses: a Kamaz truck carrying Chech- 
en fighters was hit, killing several and wound- 
ing several. The report says a second wave of 
Chechens arrived in August, when the tide of 
the conflict turned in favor of the rebels fol- 
lowing government advances. 


Kremlin Control 

The report asserts that the unrecognized 
separatist entities, the so-called Donetsk 
People’s Republic and Luhansk People’s 
Republic, are under direct control of the 
Kremlin administration. It names Vladislav 
Surkoy, an aide to President Vladimir Putin, 
as a key figure. The report lists prominent 
former and current separatist figures who 
are Russian citizens, and notes that several 
early separatist leaders hailed from Moscow 
and were linked to a Russian businessman. 
It quotes a former separatist leader as saying 
Surkoy provided “serious support” and was 
“our man in the Kremlin.” 


Price Tag ' 

The report says that in the first 10 months of 
the conflict in eastern Ukraine, Russia spent 53 
billion rubles ($1 billion) hiring mercenaries, 
supporting the separatists, and on the upkeep 
of military hardware used by the separatists. It 
says approximately 80 billion rubles has been 
spent from the federal budget on the massive 
inflow of refugees from eastern Ukraine into 
Russia — which it terms a “humanitarian 
catastrophe.” The report also estimates that 
Russians lost 2 trillion rubles in salaries and 
750 billion rubles in savings due to the an- 
nexation of Crimea, which triggered sanctions, 
countersanctions, and inflation. 


Russian opposition activist Ilya Yashin speaks to the media during a presentation of the re- 
port about the Russian military presence in Ukraine that murdered opposition leader Boris 
Nemtsov was working on shortly before his death, in Moscow on May 12. 


citizens,” Yashin said. 

Kyiv and NATO say there is incontrovert- 
ible evidence of direct Russian military in- 
volvement in the conflict between Ukrainian 
forces and pro-Russian separatists, which 
the United Nations says has killed more than 
6,100 civilians and combatants since April 
2014. 

The Nemtsoy report is divided into 11 chap- 
ters, including sections on Russia’s overall 
policy toward Ukraine, the use of propaganda, 
the annexation of Crimea, and the shooting 
down ої а Malaysia Airlines passenger jet over 
eastern Ukraine in July 2014. 

It documents the use of Russian budgetary 
funds to pay Russian citizens to fight as mer- 
cenaries in eastern Ukraine and asserts that 
the political leadership of the separatists in 
Ukraine is controlled by Putin aide Vladislav 
Surkov. 

“As shown in this report,” the text reads, 
“the Russian government provided active 
political, economic, personnel, and also dir- 
ect military support to the separatists.” 

The ultimate purpose of Moscow’s sup- 
port for the separatists in eastern Ukraine 
was “to create an advantageous negotiating 
position with Western countries” in order to 
get them to lift sanctions imposed after Rus- 
sia’s annexation of the Ukrainian region of 
Crimea in exchange for an end to hostilities 
in eastern Ukraine. 

The report also presents information from 
the Ukrainian government and military about 
the interrogations of Russian citizens cap- 
tured fighting in Ukraine. This information 
has been scantly and skeptically reported by 
Russian state-controlled media. 

Nemtsoy, a former deputy prime minis- 
ter turned fierce Kremlin critic, was shot to 


death on February 27 in central Moscow, 
yards from the Kremlin, while he was work- 
ing on the report. 

Nemtsov’s friends and colleagues in RPR- 
PARNAS completed the research following 
his death, even though many documents 
were confiscated by investigators looking 
into his killing and many sources were no 
longer willing to speak to the researchers. 

“If they shot Nemtsov right next to the 
Kremlin, then they can do whatever they 
want to our activists in [vanovo and no one 
would notice,” the report quotes an unnamed 
lawyer representing the families of two 
killed paratroopers as saying. 

The Nemtsov report also estimates that 
Russia has spent at least 53 billion rubles ($1 
billion) on the war in Ukraine and a further 
80 billion rubles supporting refugees from 
eastern Ukraine, where the rebels hold parts 
of the Donetsk and Luhansk provinces. 

The economic part of the report was writ- 
ten by economist Sergei Aleksashenko, a 
former deputy chairman of the Russian cen- 
tral bank, 

The report has been placed online its en- 
tirety and published in an initial print run of 
2,000 copies. Organizers are collecting do- 
nations online to pay for an eventual mass 
printing and free distribution. 

“Our audience is the entire Russian 
people,” Yashin said at the May 12 press 
conference. “We want to tell people the truth 
about what is happening in Russia, about 
what is happening in eastern Ukraine. We 
want to catch Putin in his lies. We want to 
tell people that the president of Russia — 
a man who controls nuclear weapons and 
leads an enormous country — is lying to the 
Russian people and to the entire world,” 


Russian activists: Fresh graves of 
soldiers killed in Ukraine found 


(RFE/RL)—Russianactivists investigating 
the deaths of three soldiers say their findings 
indicate that elite army reconnaissance units 
are operating in Ukraine, adding to evidence 
of direct Russian involvement in the conflict 
there, despite repeated Kremlin denials. 

The activists say they found fresh graves 
of soldiers from a special forces brigade of 
the Russian military’s Main Intelligence 
Directorate (GRU), which is based in 
Tamboy, a city 400 kilometers south of 
Moscow. 

Their claims came shortly after Ukrainian 
authorities detained two men they say 
are GRU soldiers who were wounded in 
a firefight while on a scouting mission in 
eastem Ukraine, where fighting between 
government forces and pro-Russian rebels 
has killed more than 6,100 people since 
April 2014. 

Activists Vadim Korovin, who posted 
pictures of the graves online, told AFP news 
agency on May 20 that the burials helped 
show that the Russian military is carrying 
out “large-scale reconnaissance operations” 
in eastern Ukraine despite a tenuous cease- 
fire. 


The pictures placed on the Internet on May 
19 are of two graves: one near Tamboy and 
one in Tatarstan, a region on the Volga River. 
The graves show the date of death as May 
5, 2015, and both have been adorned with 
identical wreaths from the Russian Defense 
Ministry. 

A third soldier has been buried in a village 
in the southern Kurgan region bordering 
Kazakhstan, the activist said. 

Russia denies it has sent troops into 
Ukraine, claiming that any Russian citizens 
fighting alongside separatists have gone 
there independently. 

However, Korovin said the graves and 
information gathered from posts by grieving 
relatives and friends on social-networking 
sites indicate that the three men were not 
volunteers but Russian soldiers who were 
killed in Ukraine in the same place at the 
same time while on active duty. 

Korovin, who is an assistant to opposition 
lawmaker Dmitry Gudkov, said he spoke by 
phone with the mother of one of the soldiers, 
Anton Savelyev, who was at first keen to 
meet but then changed her mind after a visit 
to the military base. 


Ukrainian Мему/з5/Українські вісті, May 21 - June 3, 21 травня - З червня, 2015 


че 


Dnipro’s Denis Boyko flies through the air during the win against Napoli 


Soccer club gives Ukraine 
something to cheer about 


By Tony Wesolowsky 

(RFE/RL—For a country weary of war, 
Dnipro Dnipropetrovsk has given Ukrain- 
іап5 reason to smile. 

The Ukrainian soccer team has overcome 
tremendous obstacles in battling its way to 
the Europa League final, where it will face 
Spanish side Sevilla on May 27 in Warsaw. 

Despite being some 200 kilometers away 
from the fighting in Ukraine’s east, Dnipro 
was forced to play home games five hours 
away in Kyiv. 

Two “home” losses were the lowlights of 
an injury-plagued start to the group stage of 
this year’s UEFA-organized club competi- 
tion. But Dnipro Dnipropetrovsk capped off 
an impressive recovery with a 1-0 win to ad- 

- vance — just barely — to the next stages. 

Then Dnipro started rolling, knocking out 
four straight teams to become just the second 
Ukrainian club ever to reach the final. The 
last step was beating Italy’s Napoli in a two- 
game series, with the deciding game played 
in a driving rain storm in a packed Oli- 
mpiyskiy Stadium in Kyiv on May 14. 

“Today this victory was needed by Ukraine 

first of all,” Dnipro coach Myron Markevych 
said after the May 14 win. “And in general, 
today we played for ordinary people who 
are unfortunately in a state of war and our 
people are dying every day.” 
For many, Ukrainian club-soccer success — 
namely Dnipro’s — has not only offered a 
brief reprieve from the conflict, but become 
a rallying cry for the nation. 

“Together we are invincible,” tweeted 
President Petro Poroshenko after Dynamo 
Kyiv beat English side Everton to qualify for 
the Europa League quarterfinals in March. 
“Glory to Ukraine.” 

Many Ukrainian clubs have faced chal- 
lenges owing to the conflict. Playing in exile 
is now the norm for six Ukrainian Premier 
League clubs, including powerhouse Shakh- 
tar Donetsk, which abandoned its home re- 
gion in 2014. 

Shelling has damaged the team’s state- 
of-the-art stadium, now used as a refugee 
distribution center. Another stadium has 
been damaged by shelling in Luhansk. And 
Ukraine’s top flight league has shrunk as 
well, with two top sides defecting to a Rus- 
sian league after Moscow’s annexation of 
Crimea in March 2014. 

Dnipro Dnipropetrovsk’s rocky road to suc- 
cess, for many, embodies the difficulties many 
Ukrainians have been forced to overcome. 

Even the club’s highest-ranking fan, Poro- 
shenko, has locked horns with Dnipro’s 
owner, Thor Kolomoyskiy. Poroshenko fired 
the wealthy businessman as regional goy- 
егпог of Dnipropetrovsk on March 24, fol- 
lowing a struggle between Kolomoyskiy and 
the authorities in Kyiv over control of two 
state-controlled energy companies. 

But while Kolomoyskiy can revel in his 
side’s success, another Ukrainian oligarch, 
Rinat Akhmetoy, can only look on with envy. 

His squad, Shakhtar Donetsk, now lives in 


a hotel in Kyiv, and play most of their league 
matches even further west in Lviv, near the 
border with Poland. 

Most of those matches attract only a few 
thousand fans, a far cry from the 35,000 fans 
Shakhtar averaged during the 2013-14 sea- 
son. According to a report in The Los Angeles 
Times, the team also set an East European rec- 
ord that year by selling 27,000 season tickets. 

Back in Donetsk, Shakhtar’s 50,000-seat 
stadium sits empty. Built at a cost of $400 
million, Donbas Arena hosted games during 
the Euro 2012 championships. It was dam- 
aged in 2014 by shelling in fighting between 
the pro-Russian rebels and Ukrainian forces. 

The stadium of the Zorya Luhansk club, 
also located in a rebel stronghold, has also 
been damaged by shelling. In 2014, the team 
said its ground was damaged by mortar fire 
that smashed seats and left a crater in the 
playing field. 

Zorya Luhansk and Shakhtar Donetsk are 
two of six Ukrainian Premier League sides 
to move their games elsewhere, further away 
from the conflict zone. 

In March, with just two months remaining 
in the season, Chornomorets Odesa became 
the latest side to abandon their home sta- 
dium, according to the website futbolgrad. 
com. 

It was a planned soccer match in Odesa 
on May 2, 2014, that triggered the chain of 
events that ended in the death of more than 
40 people in the Black Sea port. 

Ahead of a match between Chornomorets 
and Kharkiv Metalist, fans from both teams 
joined together to walk to the stadium, ex- 
pressing their support for the country’s pro- 
Western leaders as they made their way. 

But the marchers were attacked by masked 
men, leading to running street battles and 
ending at a Soviet-era trade union building 
where dozens of rebels disdainful of rule 
from Kyiv later died in a blaze that engulfed 
the building. 

Soccer has also contributed to tensions be- 
tween Kyiv and Moscow. 

Russia ignored authorities in Ukraine by 
incorporating three Crimean teams into its 
own leagues five months after annexing the 
Ukrainian peninsula in March 2014. 

The three sides — FC Sevastopol, Zhem- 
chuzhina Yalta, and Tayria Simferopol — 
were given spots in the second division 
south, part of the Russian league’s third tier. 

Таугіа and Simferopol were both Ukrain- 
ian Premier League sides. Tavria was play- 
ing Europa League soccer as recently as the 
2010-11 season. 

Poroshenko has led Ukrainian calls to 
have Russia stripped of the right to host the 
World Cup in 2018, something world soccer 
governing body FIFA says it will not con- 
sider. 

Ukrainian soccer officials called on UEFA 
and FIFA to respond, saying Russia had no 
right to run the sport on Ukrainian territory. 

Russia has said Crimea could host team 
training bases during the tournament. 


game in Prague on May 17. 


Canada’s Ennis Tyler scores against Russia during the ice hockey world championship 


Russian anthem exit 
sparks backlash 


Putin puckers’ power ploys plague Prague 


By Tony Wesolowsky 

(RFE/RL)—The Russians continue to 
generate headlines for all the wrong reasons 
after reaching the final of the ice hockey 
world championship. 

Loaded with top talent like Alexander 
Ovechkin and Evgeny Malkin, the Russians 
made the gold-medal game before losing to 
Canada 6-1 in Prague on May 17. 

But it wasn’t the lopsided loss that humili- 
ated the Russians as much as their behavior 
after the game. In what is considered a major 
protocol no-no in the world of hockey, the 
players skated off the ice before the Can- 
adian national anthem was played to honor 
the gold-medal-winning team. 

Former NHL coach, ice hockey commen- 
tator Don Cherry — well known for his dis- 
like of European players — put it bluntly. 

“We were the ones that stayed there...we 
stood while they won [in previous games], 
and they walked off the ice,” Cherry said on 
Canadian TV on May 18. “They’ve got no 
class whatsoever.” 

Even at home, the Russian team came 
under fire for the postgame snub. 

The players were met by journalists — but 
virtually no fans — when they touched down 
at Vnukovo 3 airport in Moscow on May 18, 
suggesting that many Russians were less- 
than pleased with their team’s behavior — 
after all, a silver medal is nothing to be em- 
barrassed about. 

A gazeta.ru poll adds credence to that sug- 
gestion, with some 95 percent of the more 
than 18,000 surveyed in the online poll say- 
ing they did not support the players walking 
off before the Canadian national anthem was 
played. 

The editors at the liberal-leaning gazeta.ru 
suggested that the players’ action reflected 
the behavior of Russia’s current leadership. 

“We constantly demand respect from 
others for our values and victories, but often 
forget to give this respect to others,” they 
wrote. 

Russian hockey honchos and official 
media have scrambled to put the best pos- 


sible spin on the incident. 

TASS noted that not all the players skated 
off after receiving their silver medals, with 
Ovechkin, Malkin, Viktor Tichonoy, and 
Dmitry Kulikov briefly staying on the ice 
before exiting as well. 

Former NHL star Ilya Kovalchuk — who 
walked away from the NHL and joined the 
Russian-based Kontinental Hockey League 
— reportedly waved his teammates off the 
ice, according to Russian sports writer Slava 
Malamud. 

Russian Ice Hockey Federation President 
Vyacheslav Tretyak said the players’ action 
was not a sign of disrespect, rather the re- 
sult of an “organizational mistake,” which he 
failed to specify. 

“Of course we respect the winners. We 
congratulated them, shook hands with them,” 
said Tretyak, a legendary former goalie. 

The Kremlin took a different tack, 
with spokesman Dmitry Peskoy claiming 
President Vladimir Putin had seen only the 
game and not the aftermath. 

The International Ice Hockey Federation 
(ITHF) is set to look into the matter. 

IIHF President Rene Fasel said the Russian 
ice hockey federation would likely face a fine. 

“What the Russian team did was com- 
pletely out of order,” Fasel told TASS. 

It wasn’t the only office controversy to 
hound the Russians. 

According to Czech media, the team 
tested the patience of organizers when they 
moved from Ostrava, where they played 
their round-robin games, to Prague for the 
knock-out rounds. 

Among other things, the Russian de- 
manded limited access to their dressing 
room at O2 Arena, causing problems for the 
other teams. 

“They brought with them to Prague a lot 
of problems that we hadn’t seen,” explained 
Petr Briza of the Czech organizing commit- 
tee. “Eight teams had stayed here in а friend- 
ly atmosphere, but as soon as [the Russians] 
came, they. blocked the training hall, and 
picked another hotel.” 


Dynamo end six-year wait for Ukrainian crown 


(UEFA)—FC Dynamo Kyiv have been 
crowned Ukrainian champions for the first 
time since 2008/09 after beating FC Dnipro 
Dnipropetrovsk 1-0 at home to wrap up the 
title with two games to spare. 

Dnipro clinched their place in the UEFA 
Europa League final after a historic win 
against SSC Napoli on May 14, and coach 
Myron Markevych opted to rest a number 
of players for their trip to the capital. The 
hosts dominated proceedings throughout, 
but they had to wait to make the difference, 
Croatian full-back Domagoj Vida finding the 
net on 84 minutes with his second goal of the 
league campaign. 


Serhiy Rebrov’s men saw out the rest of 
the match to secure their 14th crown since 
independence, having won 13 titles in the 
former Soviet Union. They also ended FC 
Shakhtar Donetsk’s hold on the Ukrain- 
ian game, their great rivals having finished 
on top in the last five seasons. Shakhtar are 
nonetheless well placed to claim a spot in 
UEFA Champions League qualifying as they 
lie five points clear of Dnipro. 

“Tt was an extremely hard season,” said 
Вебгоу, who took over the reins last May. 
“It’s really good that we claimed gold in 
front of our fans. I can say that it’s much 
harder to win as a coach.” 
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Cheremosh School of Dance expands across Edmonton Area 


(Cheremosh) The Cheremosh 
School of Dance has announced 
that it will be offering its high qual- 
ity Ukrainian dance instruction in 
the City of St. Albert, expanding its 
recreationalprogram in their South- 
side location, and piloting a new 
Affiliate Dance School Program. 

Following the success of their 
new Southside studio, the Chere- 
mosh School of Dance will be add- 
ing a St. Albert studio location for 
children aged 4 to 11. This studio 
will be based out of the St. Albert 
School of Irish Dance on Rayborn 
Crescent. For over 30 years, Cher- 
emosh has had a presence in St. Al- 
bert with the Cheremosh Ukrainian 
Dance Festival and is responding 
to the community’s demand for 
high quality Ukrainian dance in- 
struction. 

In addition to their St. Albert ex- 
pansion, there will also be major 
changes to the Cheremosh South- 
side Studio. The high enrollment 
numbers in the current location 
has prompted the School of Dance 
to relocate this fall, and move into 
the Riverbend Dance Academy 
studios, which boasts five profes- 
sional dance studios. This new ar- 
rangement has allowed the School 
of expand its recreational program 
to dancers aged 4 to 16 years. 

“Cheremosh dance is a 5 star 
organization providing not only 
quality professional dance instruc- 
tion but an inviting fun family 
atmosphere. Their events and per- 
formances are enjoyed by audience 
members of all ages. A fabulous 
community of people and dancers 
we feel fortunate to be a part of! 
The positive energy is palpable.” 
said Darrell Friesen, a parent at the 
Southside studio. 

In addition to the new studios, in 
Cheremosh’s long standing trad- 
ition of supporting and developing 
Uksainian dancers in Alberta’s 
tural areas, the Cheremosh School 
of Dance has created the Affiliate 
Dance School Program. Starting 


this fall, the Cheremosh School of 
Dance will be supporting the West- 
lock Vrozhay dancers by provid- 
ing dance instruction to all of their 
classes. The Westlock dancers and 
board of directors are more than 
excited to have the support and 
quality of instruction that Cher- 
emosh can provide them. 

For those who want to continue 


with Ukrainian dance after the 
season ends, or may want to try 
Ukrainian dance for the first time, 
Cheremosh School of Dance Sum- 
mer Dance Day Camps are a great 
opportunity to liven up your sum- 
mer! The Cheremosh Dance Camp 
curriculum will be developed 
by Cheremosh Artistic Director, 
Mykola Kanavets and will be in- 


structed by Cheremosh Ukrainian 
Dance Company dancer and School 
of Dance Instructor, Emily Belke. 
Emily is a seasoned dance instruct- 
or and choreographer. Talented 
men from the Cheremosh Ukrain- 
ian Dance Company will also as- 
sist with boys’ technique. Camps 
will run July 20th-24th (ages 6-8), 
August 10th-14th (ages 9-11) and 
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Over 30 Years of Ukrainian 
Dance, Fitness & Fun! 


> STUDIO TOURS 
REGISTRATION 


JUNE 11 5PM-9PM 4005 115 AVE . 


> EVALUATION SESSIONS 
AGES 9-Il, 6PM / AGES 12-14, 7PM 


NEW ST. ALBERT ST 


18 Rayborn Crescent, St. Albert 


> Academy & Recreational Programs 
> Classes for Children Ages 4 and up 


5669 Riverbend Rd, Edmonton, Riverbend Dance Academy 


> Highly Qualified Instructors 


> Three Fully Equipped 
State-of-the-Art Studios 


> Competitive and Non-Competitive 
Performing Opportunities 


— > No Costume Purchases Required 
4005 115 Ave Edmonton 


> Ballet Classes 
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5 AUG 10-14 A 
SAM - АРМ DAILY 


JUL 20-24 4 
AUG 17-21 215 
> Open To All Ability Levels 


> High Quality Dance Instruction 
and Fun Educational Activities 


> Learn About Ukrainian Dance 
and Culture 


> Located in our Newly Renovated 
State-of-the-Art Studio 


> Under Guidance of Artistic Director 
Mykola Kanevets 


> Additional Child Care Available 


ве 
SUMMER DANCE CAMPS 


August 17th-21st (ages 12+). The 
Cheremosh Dance Camp is a great 
opportunity for both male and fe- 
male dancers of all skill levels to 
develop their dance technique and 
improve their confidence. Dancers 
also get a chance to learn about 
Ukrainian culture through arts and 
crafts. More information can be 
found on www.cheremosh.ca. 
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780.466.0089 | www.facebook.com/CheremoshSchool | contact@cheremosh.ca 


